
Zoning Board Meeting December 1, 2017 
 
The following properties have requested a variance to allow the continuance of a non-
conforming tourist home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 

 
1) 2012 East River Road- Anne Fahning 

Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
Appearing before the Board was Anne and Robert Fahning. Mrs. Fahning 
sent a file electronically but was not received by the Board.  She presented 
the Board with another copy and requested her personal information be kept 
private.   
 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Drexelius to close the Public Hearing for 
2012 East River Road. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:  Mesmer, Fabiano, Drexelius, Harris, Braddell 
  Noes:  None 
  Carried 
A motion  was made by Braddell / Drexelius to TABLE  the variance request 
for 2012 East River Road for further review. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Drexelius, Braddell, Fabiano, Harris, Mesmer 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
 

2) 794 Colony Road – Deborah Lewis  
Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
No representatives, No Speakers. 
 
A motion  was made by Drexelius / Mesmer to close the Public Hearing for 
794 Colony Road. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Harris, Drexelius, Braddell, Mesmer 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
 
A motion  was made by Braddell / Drexelius to DENY the request for a 
continuance variance for a tourist home at 794 Colony Rd based on the lack 
of proof of a hardship, and to issue the decision attached hereto. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Mesmer, Fabiano, Braddell, Drexelius, Harris 
  Noes:   None 



  Carried 
 

3) 3488 Greenway – Thomas Burke 
Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
No representative was present.  A letter was sent requesting the removal of 
the variance application for 3488 Greenway. 
 
 
A motion  was made by Drexelius / Harris to close the Public Hearing for 
3488 Greenway. 
 
 
A motion  was made by Braddell / Drexelius to DENY the request for a 
continuance variance for a tourist home at 3488 Greenway, based on the 
request for removal and to issue the decision attached hereto. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Braddell, Drexelius, Mesmer, Harris 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
 

4) 2989 Staley Road – Thomas Burke 
Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
No representative was present. A letter was sent requesting the removal of 
the variance application for 2989 Staley Road. 
 
A motion  was made by Drexelius / Harris to close the Public Hearing for 
2989 Staley Road. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Harris, Braddell, Mesmer, Fabiano, Drexelius 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
 
A motion  was made by Braddell / Mesmer to DENY  the request for a 
continuance variance for a tourist home at 2989 Staley Rd based on the 
request for removal, and to issue the decision attached hereto. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Harris, Mesmer, Braddell, Drexelius, Fabiano 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
 

5) 3541 West River Pkwy – Josephine Ciffa 



Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
Appearing before the Board was Josephine Ciffa.  She stated she was 
unclear as to what information to include with the application but did submit a 
large packet to the Board.  The attorney asked Ms. Ciffa who J.J. Manor 
L.L.C. was and  Ms. Ciffa responded it was her business.  She also requested 
their personal information be kept private.  Ms. Ciffa would appreciate the 
requested variance to unwind their business. 
 
 
 
 
Speaker Randal White 3059 Bedell Road on behalf of himself and his wife 
Margaret, oppose the tourist homes and would like to reserve their right to a 
meaningful review of submitted paperwork.   
 
 
Speaker Ms. Martin of 3661 West River Rd. opposes tourist homes in their 
area. 
 
Speaker Rose Bugman of 3545 West River Rd. opposes the tourist homes. 
 
Speaker Wallace Whetham of 3531 West River Rd. stated the tourist lowered 
the property value of the surrounding homes and opposes tourist homes. 
 
Speaker Nancy Killian  of 10 Ward Park requests Public Hearing be left open 
so they can respond to the submitted material. 
 
Speaker John Graph of 86 Carl Rd., speaks on behalf of his mother who is 
opposed to tourist homes.  
 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Harris to close the Public Hearing for 3541 
West River, 3595 West River, 80 Ward Pk., 70 Carl, and 76 Ward Pk. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Mesmer, Fabiano, Harris, Braddell, Drexelius 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Braddell to TABLE  the request for a 
continuance variance to operate a tourist home until further review at 3541 
West River, 3595 West River, 80 Ward Pk.,70 Carl Rd.,  and 76 Ward Pk.. 
.Roll Call:  
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Harris, Braddell, Drexelius, Mesmer 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
 



6) 90 Carl Road – Vince Ciffa 
Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Drexelius to close the Public Hearing. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Mesmer, Harris, Drexelius, Braddell 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
 
 
 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Harris to DENY the request for a 
continuance variance for 90 Carl Road because, according to the owners, the 
property was acquired after Local Law 9 was effective, and therefore it could 
not qualify as a prior legal nonconforming use. 
 
 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Mesmer, Drexelius, Harris, Braddell 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried  
 

11) 2881 Fix Road – John O’Connell 
Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
Appearing before the Board was Mr. O’Connell.  He submitted a file to the 
Board and asked it be kept confidential. 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Drexelius to close the Public Hearing for 
2881 Fix Road. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Harris, Mesmer, Drexelius, Braddell, Fabiano 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Braddell to TABLE  the request for a 
continuance variance for a tourist home for further review at 2881 Fix Road. 
 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Mesmer, Harris, Braddell, Phillips 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
Let the record show there was a short recess while the recording disk was 
changed at 8:22. 
 

 14)1900 East River Road – Glenn Wallace  



Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
Appearing was Glenn Wallace of 917 Colony Road.  Mr. Wallace submitted a 
file to the Board for consideration of a continuance variance. 
 
Speaker Kevin Kline opposes this tourist home. He has several neighbors all 
of whom are long term renters with no problems 
 
A motion  was made by Drexelius / Mesmer to close the Public Hearing for  
1900 East River Road. 
 
 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Harris, Braddell, Mesmer, Phillips 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Harris to TABLE  the request for a 
continuance variance for 1900 East River Road. 
. 
 

15)2124 East River Road – Glenn Wallace 
Request a variance to allow the continuance of a non-conforming tourist 
home as per section 407-105D (2) of the Town of Grand Island Code. 
 
Appearing was Mr. Wallace who submitted a file and requested to Table his 
variance request. 
 
Speaker Joyce Jones, 2156 East River Rd. lives between three of these 
tourist homes and opposes all of them in residential areas. 
 
A motion  was made by Drexelius / Braddell to close the Public Hearing for 
2124 East River Road. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Fabiano, Mesmer, Drexelius, Braddell, Harris 
  Noes:   None 
  Carried 
A motion  was made by Mesmer / Harris to TABLE  the request for a 
continuance variance for a tourist home at 2124 East River Rd. 
Roll Call: 
  Ayes:   Harris, Fabiano, Mesmer, Drexelius, Braddell 
  None:   None 
  Carried  

 
 


