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The9th Annual CorporateBowl
wasfastand fierceas22teamsof
four playerssquaredoff to compete
for over$7,000 in scholarship prize
money. Thecontest washeldMarch
13th and20th in theHigh School
Auditorium.

Corpora te Bowl 2007:
What three teamstook homeover $7,000 in scholarships?

CorporateBowl isanacademic
triviagamein which two teams
competeagainstoneanother to win
scholarship money. Theevent was
sponsoredby theGrandIsland
School BusinessAlliance(GISBA)
and providesscholarshipsto thetop
three teams.Manylocal businesses
werehonored during theevent by
School Superintendent, Mr. Robert
Christmannand theGrandIsland
Chamberof Commerce.

TeamMXA walked awaywith first
placeand $1,000 each! Team
Belligerencewasawarded$500 each
followedby the third place team,
TheNinjas, who wereawarded $250
each. Thefourth place team,Fire,
each received graphing calculators
complimentsof Reynell Educational
Resources, Inc.

Thank you to all students, parents,
Grand Island faculty, and local
businesses for their timeand
donations to this prestigiousevent!

1st Place: TeamMXA

2nd Place: TeamBelligerence

3rd Place: TheNinjas
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Lette r from the Superint endent...
Beforeaddressing theproposed2007-08budget, I would like to sharewith yousome
personalobservations. SinceFebruary2007it hasbeenmy privilegeto serveas
Superintendentof theGrand Island Central School District. As part of theprocessthatI
wentthroughasacandidate,I tried to learn asmuchasI couldabout theschool district and
thecommunity. WhatI saw asanoutsider in thefall wasverypositive. Sinceactually
beginning, I havebeenevenmore impressedby thestudents, parentsandstaff. The
commitmentby businesses, elected officials and social agenciesto do good things for others
far exceedsanything I haveseenin otherdistricts. There is asenseof caring about others
that isprevalent on the Island and thatmakes it aspecialplaceto liveand work.

In addition to makingGrand Island my placeof employment,my family and I are in the
processof making it our placeof residence. I believe that it is very important for aschool
superintendent to livewithin his/herdistrict. Wehopeto finalizea relocation assoonas
possible. You needto know that I choseto livewithin theschool district becauseof all that
GrandIslandhasto offer. I believe in thehigh quality of theschool district aswell asthe
highquali ty of life onGrand Island. I amvery pleasedto be living on the Island.

Regarding thebudget- mostof my time,becauseof whenI began,hasbeenspent working
with staff, administratorsand theBoardof Educationmembersondeveloping the2007-08
schoolbudget. Weacceptedthechallengeof assessing theexpendituresto determineneeds
aswell aschecking for accuracy on theprojectedrevenues. TheBoard’s approach to the
budgetprocesswasthorough and wide-ranging with many questionsaskedovermany
weeks. They discussedtheir concerns,expectationsandgoalsfor ourschool district. The
GrandIsland residentscanrightfully bepleased with theseriousnessof approachtakenby
theindividualboardmembersastheymade theirdecision on the2007-08budget. In the
end, theGrandIslandBoard of Education adoptedaschool budgetof $47,390,798 - an
amountit believes reflectedthedelicatebalancebetweenstudent needandtaxpayer
resources. Thisactionwasnot takenuntil afterabudgetforum washeld during whichany
residentcouldexpressanopinion or question on thepossible spending plan.

A budget must reflect what theBoardof Education, astheelectedtrustees,seeks for its
studentsandentirecommunity. TheBoard setstheoutcomesor results, they evaluatethe
progressand theyauthorize themeans(subjectto acommunityvote), to turn their goals
into reality. In thisbudget there is agreatemphasisonbeingable to improve the reading
resultsof students. Several reading teachersarebeingadded. By theendof third gradewe
expect every child to beat least reading ongrade level. Grand Islandstudentscontinueto
achieveat higherlevelsof performancethan students in otherdistricts. Test scoreswentup
in every academic category in the lastyear. Thisbudgetwill helpto acceleratehow well
ourstudentsaredoing in preparing for their futures.

Whatdoes thebudget, asadopted by theBoard,meanto the taxpayer? First, amaximum
tax rate increaseisprojectedat .6% (lessthan1%). It wasoriginally setat .8%but
revenueshaveimproved and expenditureshavebeenreduced. Yourconsiderationof the
2007-08budgetisdeeplyappreciated. Westrongly encourageeachresident to carefully
readthisnewsletterbeforegoing to voteon Tuesday,May15th. All residentseligible to
voteareencouraged to do so. Thebigger the turnout themoreaccuratelythe results will
reflecttheopinionof Grand Islanders.

Robert W. Christmann
Superintendentof Schools
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Where does the mon ey go?

TheGrand IslandBoardof Education, at its regularmeetingonApril 2 andat aspecial meetingonApril 4,
formally adoptedthe2007-08Proposed District Budget.Thebudget plantotals$47,390,798andrepresentsa
spending increaseof 3.92%percentandwith it aprojected maximumtax rate increaseof 0.6%(lessthan1%).

In addition to thebudgetvote andschoolboardelection,a Transportation Proposition will beon theMay 15
ballot. TheTransportation Proposition would replacefive schoolbuses,and two pickuptruckswould bereplaced
with snow plows.Of the maximum $555,000budgetedto purchase these replacementbuses,71.8% is funded
with state aid. If approved by District voters, the Tr ansportation Proposition would not increasetaxesin the
2007-08 school distri ct budget.

2007-2008 Budge t Inform ati on

2006-07 2007-08 $ CHANGE % CHANGE

ADMINISTRATION $3,705,200 $3,993,549 $288,349 7.78%

PROGRAM $33,424,403 $34,530,676 $1,106,273 3.2%

CAPITAL $8,471,402 $8,866,573 $395,171 5.09%

TOTAL $45,601,005 $47,390,798 $1,789,793 3.92%

Admi nist rati on consist s of ~ Board of Education,
CentralAdministration,Finance, BOCESCentralData
Processing, LegalServices,Unallocated Insurance,Assessmentof
School Properties, RefundonReal Property,BOCES
AdministrativeCharges,CurriculumDevelopment and
Supervision, Regular SchoolSupportandEmployeeBenefits.

Program consist s of ~ Instructional Services, Special
Education, District Transportation, Community Services,Legal
and EmployeeBenefits.

Capital consis ts of ~ Operation of Plant and
Maintenance, Refund of Taxes, Employee Benefits, DebtService
and Transfer to HandicappedProgramfor the Summer.

Interest Income 1%

Other 2%

Prior Yr. Bal 4%

Sales Tax 5%

State Aid 33%

Real Property 55%

Where does school funding come from?

Administration 8%

Capital 19%

Program 73%

Real Property $25,890,000
Sales Tax $2,485,000
Interest Income $250,000
State Aid $15,901,662
Prior Year Balance $2,000,000
Other $864,136

Total Budget $47,390,798
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Studentsand faculty fromVeronica
Connor Middle School took part in
“Bald for Bucks”, a worthwhile
eventthat raisedover $10,000for
Roswell Park Cancer Institute.
Fifty-two participants collected
pledgeswith theintention of having
their hair cut. OnWednesday,March
14, 2007 they did justthat. A long
row of chairs were linedup and
students from theErie1 BOCES
KentonCareer& TechnicalCenter’s
Cosmetology programwerepresent
with razorsin hand.

AssistantPrincipal, Carl Guidotti,
hadissueda challengeto theschool.
He would go bald if students could
raisemore than$500 by donating
their spare change. Thestudents
won thechallengeby collecting over

2007-08 Maximum Tax Rate Projection:

Factorsnot asyet determined which could
affect this projection:

1. Equalization Ratefor Propertyin the
Town of GrandIsland

2. Total AssessedValueof Property in
theTown of GrandIsland

3. Actual Tax RateNot FinalizedUntil
August 2007

.6% (Less than 1%)

2006-2007
Actual

2007-2008
Proposed

Dol lar
Change

Percent
Chang e

Assessed
Value

$667,424,423 $675,424,423 $8,000,000 1.20%

Equalization
Rate

51% 50.5%

Tax Levy $25,427,976 $25,890,000 $462,024 1.82%

Tax Rate $38.10 $38.33 $0.23 0.6%

$600 andMr. Guidotti steppedupto
thechair to facetherazor. Principal
BruceBensonwaspresent to assist
with shavingMr. Guidotti’s head.

Six femalestudentsalso got in the
spirit of thingsby participating in
“Locksfor Love”. Eachgirl cut over
10 inchesof hair to beusedto make
wigsfor femalecancerpatients.

Boys were given blackcaps
donatedby New Era Capsand the
girls received t-shirts for their
participation. Thank you to Mr.
William Brodie,Middle School
math teacher, for his hardwork and
effort in coordinating this
successful event - andfor shaving
his own head!

Students & Teachers go ‘Bald for Bucks”

Principal, BruceBenson, assists in shaving
Asst. Principal,Carl Guidotti, bald.

Dale Baran bravestherazorasa
KentonBOCESCosmetology student
shaveshis head

Get your tickets to
the Chicke n BBQ!
The Grand Island High School
Classof 2009 is sponsoring a
chicken barbecue on Tuesday,
May 15th in the small cafeteria
at Grand Island High School.
Chicken dinners wil l becatered
by Krolick’s and include:
chicken, salt potatoes, macaroni
salad,andaroll with butter. Each
dinnerwill besold for $8 and
will beservedfrom2:30 p.m. –
8 p.m. Pre-sale ticketsare
availablenow through theHigh
School library at773-8886or
rachaelhickey@k12.ginet.org
or at thedoor thedayof thesale.
Stopby and enjoy achicken
dinneron yourwayto vote!
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What are some items
inc luded in the 2007-08
proposed budget?
• Current 06-07 ProgramIncluding:

- Class Sizes
- Music/Art Programs
- Sports

• Five Reading
Teachers
DividedAmong
theThree
Elementary
Schools

• One
Elementary
Technology
Teacher

• OneHigh SchoolTechnologyTeacher

• OneScienceTeacher

• IncreasedDollarsin ClassroomEquipment
andSupplies

• High School Administrative Coverage

• PartTime Personnel Supervision

• Student Music Competition Fees

What happens if the proposed
budget is not approved?
If the district voters do not approvetheproposedbudget
for 2007-08, a board of education, by law,mustselect
one of the following options~

A. Remain on a contingency budget;
B. Present the proposedbudget to district voters a

second time; or
C. Makechangesto theproposed budget andpresent a

revisedbudget to district voters.
For the2007-08 school year, state law would limit the
spending increasein a contingencybudget to 3.84%. A
contingent budget requiresa boardof education to be
responsible for determining ordinarycontingent
expenses. Someof theseexpenses include:

• Legal obligations.
• Items necessary to maintain theeducational

program of the district, includingteacher’s salaries,
athletics, textbooks, field trips andother
extracurricular activities.

• Transportation for K-12 students, childrenwith
disabilit ies (up to 50 miles) and extracurricular
activities.

• Items that preservetheDistrict’s property.
• Items that assure thehealth and safety of students

and staff .
Some expenses that would NOT beconsideredordinary
contingent expenses (and would not beincludedin a
contingent budget) include:

• New equipment, such as school buses.
• Public useof school buildingsand groundsexcept

wherethere is no cost to theDistrict.
• Nonessential maintenance.
• Capital expenditures,except in anemergency.

Propo sed Budget 2007-08 Conti ngency Budget 2007-08

Total Budget $47,390,798 $47,469,838

Budget Increase $1,789,793 $1,868,833

% Increase 3.92% 4.10%

Consumer Price Index 3.84% 3.84%

Conting ent Budget Information

Important Note: Theproposed2007-08budget is alreadyless thantheexpenditure levelavailable to theBoardof
Education should it needto go to a contingentbudget.
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Sidway Elementary School
• SidwayElementary isan
exceptionalEarly ChildhoodCenter
with dedicatedprofessionalsandan
activePTA. All focusonwhatis
best for children!

• Theprimary focusof teachingand
learning is early literacywhereall
teachershavereceived training in
guided reading,early assessment,
andWordsTheirWay.

• Sidwaywasoneof thefirstschools
in WNY to implementEveryday
Math,ascientifically basedprogram
thatisnationally recognized.

Kaegebein
Element ary Schoo l
• Qualified asoneof the75 best
public elementaryschoolsin WNY
by BusinessFirst, ranking53rd out
of all 232publicelementaryschools
in theeight countyregion.

• Kaegebein is nationally recognized
asapremierProfessional
Development Schoolassociated
with StateUniversity of NewYork
CollegeatBuffalo thatpreparespre-
serviceteacherswhoareentering
thefield of education.

• During thepastthreeschool years,
Kaegebein hasconsistently
improved itsperformanceonthe
Fourth GradeNewYork State
Assessmentsin theEnglish
LanguageArts,Mathematicsand
Science. This is also truefor our
performanceontheFifth Grade
Social StudiesAssessment.

• During thelastfive years,
Kaegebein'sDestination Imagination
Teamhasbeenawardedtophonors
in their divisionandhasgoneonto
competeatthestatelevel.

Huth Road Elementar y
• Huth iscompleting thesecondyear
of implementationfor Positive
Behavioral InterventionsSupport
(PBIS)andPrevention is Primary.
Teachers,students, andparentsare
involvedin developingand
implementingtheVikingValues.

• Nine teachers have beenincluded
in theWho'sWho of American
Educators.

• Ninety percent of thosefaculty
memberseligibleto participatein
action research havechosen to do so.
Ninety five percent of thefaculty
engagesin at leastonestudy group.

• Ananalysisof thewritingportionof
theELA indicatesthatour students
matchedorexceeded theperformance
of studentsin schoolswithin theErie1
BOCESregiononmorethanhalf of
theitems.

Veronic a E. Conn or MS
• Ranked10th (BusinessFirst) outof
144 Middle Schools in WNY.

• A Comprehensive Health and
Wellnessprogramfor studentsand
staff includingPositive Character
Development Programs“Thumbs
Up” and “The Connor Character
Connection”.

• VCMSis oneof thefirstschools in
WNY to pioneerSmartBoard
technology in order to present the
NYSmathcurriculum.

Grand Island Central HS
• Eight of 11Regentsexamshad
passingpercentages(65-100) above
90%, and theother3 hadpassing
percentagesin thehigh 80%’s.

• Five of 11 Regentsexamshad
mastery(85-100) ratesof 50%or
higher, while9 of 11 hadmastery
ratesof 36% or higher.

• DECA, anAssociation of Marketing
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Students, hasreceivedproclamation
from theTown for it’sachievement
of bringinghome15medals in
regionalcompetition.Studentshave
alsobeeninvitedto nationals.

• CorporateBowl sponsoredby
GrandIslandSchoolBusiness
All iance(GISBA) hasbrought
business, thecommunity andthe
schools togetherto raisemorethan
$7,000 for collegescholarshipsand
otherdistrict programs.

• TheHigh School offers13
AdvancedPlacementcourseswhich
havebeennationally recognized.

• GI ranked25th out of 100 schools
in WNY.

The District
• TheGICSDranked 12th out of 97
schoolsin WNY BusinessFirst.

• TheDistrict continuesto spendless
thanthatof both NYSpublic
schoolsand similarschools for both
special andgeneraleducation
students(NYSReport Card’s fiscal
responsibility supplement).

Athletics
• GI Athletic Program is 9th ranked
amongall largeschools in WNY,
according to BusinessFirst!

• GI has finished2nd in NFL
Supremacysevenconsecutive
years. (Supremacyisa result of all
sportsall year! Remember, NFL
hassix schools in thetop 12 in
enrollmentof all WNY schools!)

Health and Wellness
• Student health and wellness,
includingcharactereducation and
positivebehavior initiatives, are
being implementedin gradesK-12.

Points of Pride
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UNIVERSAL
PRE-K

UniversalPre-K (UPK) services
are being made available free of
charge to parents due to a state aid
allocation to theGrandIsland CSD.

• The UPK program provides the
opportunity for servicesto
children who turn four years
old no later thanDecember 1,
2007. This program can help
ensure that each child will be
successful in their later school
experiences.

• A half-day (2.5) hours program
each school day must be
offered.

• No Grand Island taxpayer
dollars wil l beallocated to this
program. It is 100% fundedby
state aid revenue. This state
aid will go directly to private
preschools on the island who
chooseto participate in this
optional program. No
transportation wil l beavailable
under this program.

• State aid allocatedis $113,400.
Depending on the level of
parent interest, a lottery may
be necessary.

Information for preschoolsis
available on the District’s website
at www.k12.ginet.org.

Parent information will beavailable
in June.

PROPOSITION I
Shall theBoard of Education of theGrand IslandCentral School
District appropriate the sum of $47,390,798for the 2007-2008
school budget aspublished?

PROPOSITION II
Shall theBoardof Education of theGrandIslandCentral School
District purchasethree (3) 66 passenger school busesat an esti-
matedcostof $110,000each;one(1) 30passengerBE schoolbus
at an estimated cost of $81,000; one (1) 30 passenger BE
wheelchair accessible school busat an estimated costof $94,000,
andtwo (2) plow trucksat an estimatedcostof $25,000each and
to expend thereforea total sum not to exceed $555,000to be
raisedby thelevyof ataxuponthetaxablepropertyin theDistrict
andcollected in annualinstallmentsasprovided in Section416of
Education Law,andin anticipation of suchtax,obligationsof the
District shall beissued.

PROPOSITION III
Elect two (2) membersto theBoardof Education.

1. Neil Seaman

2. Thomas J. Franz

Qualificatio ns
(There is no pre-registration)

A person wishing to vote must showidentification andbe ...

• A citizen of theUnitedStates

• At least 18 years of age

• A district resident for 30 daysprior to vote

Absentee ballots are available for thephysicallydisabled, thosewho
are ill , awayon businessor vacation. Votersmayrequestby writing
or by calling 773-8801between thehoursof 8:30a.m.to
4 p.m.All ballots mustbereceived by theDistrict Clerk by 5 p.m.,
May 15, 2007.

OTER
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Copies of the District’s proposed budget will be available at any of the District’s five schools or in the
District Office as of April 30, 2007.

School District Budget Notice
Budget Adopted Budget Proposed Contingency Budget

for the 2006-2007 for the 2007-2008 2007-2008 for the
Overall Budget Proposal School Year School Year School Year
Total Budgeted Amount $45,601,005 $47,390,798 $47,469,838
Increase/Decrease for 2007-2008 School Year $1,789,793 $1,868,833
Percentage Increase (Decrease) in Each
Proposed Budget 3.92% 4.10%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 3.2%
Resulting Estimated Property Tax Levy for the
2007-2008 School Year $25,890,000 $25,969,040
Administrative Component $3,705,200 $3,993,549 $3,993,549
Program Component $33,424,403 $34,530,676 $34,530,676
Capital Component $8,471,402 $8,866,573 $8,945,613
Basic STAR Exemption Impact
Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings Based on a Hypothetical Home Within the School District
with a Full Value of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000)

Budget Adopted Budget Proposed
for the 2006 for the 2007
School Year School Year

Basic STAR Tax Savings $643.13 $580.70
School Tax Increase/Decrease $151.48 $11.62
Net Basic STAR Tax Savings $491.65 $569.08

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2007-2008 by the qualified voters of the Grand Island Central School
District, Erie County, New York, will be held at the High School in said district on Tuesday, May 15, 2007 between the
hours of 10:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. prevailing time in the High School Gymnasium, at which time the polls will be
opened for voting by ballot or machine.


