EXCELLENCE

[
OUR BRIDGE TO THE

FUTURE

"BRIDGE

www.k12.ginet.org

Grand Island Central School District

The 2007 Budget Bridge - The Community Newsletter for the Grand Island Central School District

www.k12.ginet.org

Letter from the Superintendent................. 2
Budget Information.........cccoeevveveicnenen. 3
Where Does the Money Go?..........c.......... 3

Where Does School Funding Come From? 3
2007-08 Maximum Tax Rate Projection....4
Students &Teachers go ‘Bald for Bucks’...4

Chicken BBQ TiCketS .......covvevueureecirieinnee. 4
What Are Some Items Included in the
2007-08 Proposed Budget?.................. 5
What Happens if the Proposed Budget Is
Not Approved? .......ccccovevveeereeiiiccines 5
Contingent Budget Information................. %)
Points of Pride .......c.cccovvviienncierccinen. 6
Universal Pre-K..........ocoovvvicinnicinns 7
Voter Qualifications.........cccocoeoeerririinnnnn. 7
Propositions.........ccovveeeriieeieieeeeee 7
School District Budget Notice................... 8

A Citizen’s Guideto the Grand I sland

2007-08

Schol Distriet Budget
Corpora te Bowl 2007:

What three teamstook home over $7,000in scholarships?

3rd Place The Ninjas .

The 9th Annual Corporate Bowl
wasfastand fierce as 22 teamsof
four playerssquared off to conpete
for over$7,000 in scholarship prize
money. The conteg washeldMarch
13th and 2Gth in the High School
Auditorium.

Corporate Bowl is anacademic
trivia gamein which two teams
compete against one another to win
scholarship money. Theeveat was
sponsared by the Grand Island
School BusinessAlliane (GISBA)
and providessdolarshipsto thetop
three teans. Manylocal businesses
were honored during the event by
School Supetintendent, Mr. Robeat
Christmann ard the Grand Island
Chamber of Commerce.

TeamMXA walked away with first
placeand $1,000 each! Team
Belligerence wasawarded$50 each
followedby the third place team,
The Ninjas, who were awarded $250
each. The fourth place team, Fire,
each received graphing calculators
compliments of Reynell Educdional
Resaurces Inc.

Thank you to al students parents,
Grard Island faculty, and local
businesses for their time ard
dondionsto this prestigiousevent!
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Letter from the Superint endent...

Beforeaddressing the proposed2007-08 budget, | would lik e to share with you same
personalobservaions Since Felruary 2007 it hasbeenmy privilegeto sene as
Supeintendentof the Grand Islard Certral School District. As patt of the processthat |
wentthroughasa candidate,| tried to learn asmuchasl| could about the school district and
the community. Whatl sav asanoutsider in thefall wasvery positive. Sinceacually
beginning, | havebeenevenmore impressedy the students parerts andstaff. The
commitmentby busnesseseleded officials and sccial agertiesto do good things for others
far exceedsanyhing | have seenin other districts. Thereis a serse of caring abaut others

Superntendet that is prevaént on the Islard ard thatmakes it a specialplaceto live and work.
Bob Christmann

In addition to making Grand Island my placeof employment,my family ard | arein the
processof making it our placeof regderce | believe thatit is very importart for a schal
syeintendent to live within his/her district. We hopeto finalize arelocation assoonas
possible. You needto know that| choseto live within the school district because of all that
Grandlisland hasto offer. | believe in the high quality of theschod district as well asthe
high qudity of life on Grand Islard. | amvery pleagdto be living on the Isand.

Regarding the budget- mast of my time, becawse of when| began, hasbeenspent working
with staff, administrators and the Board of Educationmemberson developing the 2007-08
school budge. We accepiedthe challerge of asgssing the expertituresto determire needs
aswell ascheding for acairacy on the projectedreventes. The Boad's appioad to the
budgetprocesswasthorough ard wide+angng with mary quedionsasked over many
weeks. They discusedtheir concems, expectationsandgoalsfor our schod district. The
Grandlisland residents canrightfully be pleasel with the seriousressof appoachtaken by
theindividualboardmemters asthey mace their decison on the 2007-08 budget. In the
end, the Grandlsland Board of Educaion adgteda school budget of $47,390,798 - an
amountit bdieves reflectedthe delicatebalarce betweerstudert need andtaxpayer
resource. This actionwasnot takenuntil afterabudgetforum washdd during which any
residentcould expressanopinion or questian on the possble sperding plan.

A budge mud reflea what the Board of Education asthe electedrustess, seels for its
students andentire community. The Board setsthe outcanesor reaults, they evaluatethe
progressand they authorize the means (subjectto a communityvote), to turn thar goals
into redity. In this budgetthere is a greatemphasison beingablle to improve the readng
results of students. Several readng teactersarebeingadded By the endof third gradewe
expet evay child to beat leas readng on grace level. Grard Island studerts continueto
achieveat higherlewels of performarcethan studers in otherdistricts Teg scores wentup
in evay acadenic caegry in the lastyear. This budgetwill helpto aaceleratehow well
our students aredoing in preparing for their futures

Whatdoes the budge, asadopted by the Board, meanto the taxpayer? First, amaximum

tax rate increaseis prgectedat .6% (lessthan1%). It wasoriginally setat .8% but

revenueshaveimproved and expenditures have beenreduced Your consderation of the

2007-08budgetis deeply appreciated We strongly ercourageeachresdent to carefully
Q)QB(’E\- readthis newsleter before gaing to vote on Tuesday, May 15th. All resicentseligible to

vote areen®uragel to do so. The bigger the tumou the moreaccuratelythe results will
reflectthe opinion of Grand Islarders.

/g—‘ht W 8&.’%\4_‘,‘,
Robet W. Chrigmann
Superinendentof Schools
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2007-2008 Budget Inform ation

he Grand Island Board of Educaion, atits regularmeetingon April 2 and at a specia meeting onApril 4,
formdly adoptedthe 2007-08Proposd District Budget.The budgé plantotals $47,390,79&nd representa
spending increaseof 3.92%percentandwith it a projectel maximumtax rate increaseof 0.6% (lessthan1%).

In addition to the budgetvote andschoolboardelection,a Transportation Proposition will be onthe May 15
ballot. The Transprtation Propostion would replacefive schoolbuses, and two pickup truckswould bereplaced
with snow plows. Of the maximum $555,000budgetedto purchase these replacementbuses,71.8% is funded
with state aid. If approved by District voters, the Tr ansportation Proposition would not increasetaxesin the
2007-08 schod distri ct budget.

Where does the money go?

Education, District Transpordtion, Community Servies,Legal
and EmployeeBergfits.

2006-07 2007-08 $ CHANGE % CHANGE
ADMINISTRATION $3,705,200 $3,993,549 $288,349 7.78%
PROGRAM $33,424,403 $34,530,676 $1,106,273 3.2%
CAPITAL $8,471,402 $8,866,573 $395,171 5.09%
TOTAL $45,601,005 $47,390,798 $1,789,793 3.92%
Admi nist ration consist s of ~ Board of Educatian,
Cerntral Administration, Finance BOCESCentralData
Processig, Legal Saevices,Unalocded Insuran@, Assessnentof
Sdool Prapetties Refundon Red Property BOCES
Administrative Chages,CurriculumDevelopmet and [ Acministration 8%
Sweavision, Regilar SchoolSupportandEmployeeBenetts. |

. ] ) ] ‘1‘ I:l Capital 19%
Program consists of ~ Ingructiond Senices Speial M“\ T [
\

Theil
||
Capital consists of ~ Operation of Plart and

Mainterarce Refund of Taxes Employee Benefits, DebtSavice
and Trander to HandicappedProgramfor the Summer.

Where does school funding come from?

Real Property $25,890,000

Sales Tax $2,485,000 - Interest Income 1%
Interest Income $250,000 [ Jother 2%

State Aid $15,901,662 I prior vr. Bal 4%
Prior Year Balance $2,000,000 : ‘l [ sates Tax 5%
Other $864.136 ‘ [ Jsateaidazn
Total Budget $47,390,798 IIIII } ‘ ‘ ‘ I et Fropery 55
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2007-08 Maximum Tax Rate Projection: 6% (Less than 1%)

Factorsnot asyet determned which could
affect this projecton:

1. Equalizaton Ratefor Propertyin the Assessed
Town of Grandisland Value $667,424,423 | $675,424,423 | $8,000,000 | 1.20%
2. Total AssesseWalue of Propery in Equalization
the Town of Grandlsland Rate S1% 50-5%
3. Actual Tax RateNot Findized Until Tax Levy $25427,976 | $25,890,000 | $462,024 | 1.82%
Augug 2007
Tax Rate $38.10 $38.33 $0.23 0.6%

Students & Teachers go ‘Bald for Bucks”

Principal, Bruce Ben®n, assstsin shaving
Asg. Principal, Carl Guidotti, bald.

Stuwentsand faaulty from Veronica
Conror Middle School took part in
“Bald for Bucks', aworthwhie
eventthat raised over $10,000for
Roswell Pak Cancer Institute.
Fifty-two participarts collected
pledgeswith theintenion of having
their hair cut OnWednesdayiVarch
14, 2007 they did justthat. A long
row of charswere linedup and
studerts from the Erie 1 BOCES
Kenton Career& Technical Certer’s
Cogametdogy programwerepresent
with razorsin hard.

AsdgstantPrindpal, Carl Guidoti,
hadissweda chalengeto the school
He would go bdd if studens could
raisemore than $500 by dorating
their spare change. Thestudens
won the challengeby cdlecting over

$600 and Mr. Guidatti steppedupto
the chair to facetheraza. Principal
BruceBen®mnwaspresrnt to asist
with sharing Mr. Guidotti's head

Six femalestuderts also gat in the
sqrit of thingshy patticipatingin
“Locksfor Love”. Eachgirl cut over
10inchesof hair to be usedto make
wigs for female carcer patients

Boys were given black cgps
donated by New Era Capsard the
girls recaved t-shrts for their
paticipaion. Thank youto Mr.
William Brodie, Middle School
mat teacter, for his hardwork and
effort in coordinating this
succesful evert - andfor shaving
his own head

Dale Baran bravestherazorasa
KentonBOCES Cosméology student
shaweshis head

Get your tickets to
the Chicke n BBQ!

The Grand Islard High Schoal
Classof 2009 is sponsoing a
chicken barbeaue on Tuesday,
May 15th in the small cafeteria
at Grand Island High Schodl.
Chicken dinners will be catered
by Krolick’s and indude
chicken sat potatoes macaoni
sahd,andaroll with butter. Each
dinnerwill be sold for $8 and
will be senedfrom 2:30 p.m. —
8p.m Presaktickesare
awailable now through the High
Schal library at 773-8886 or
rachadhickey@k12ginetorg

or atthe door thedayof the sale.
Stop by ard enjoy a chicken
dinneron your wayto vote!

Budget/Trustee Vote, Tuesday, May 15, 2007 10 a.m. - 9 p.m., High School Gym

The 2007 Budget Bridge - Grand Island Central School District www.k12.ginet.org




What happens if the propo sed

What are some items budget is not approved?

INC |U de d In the 2007'08 If the district voters do not approvethe propaed budget
) for 2007-08, a board of edu@tion, by law, mustsded
proposed bUdget' ore of the following options~

« Current 06-07 Programincluding: A. Remain on a contingency budget
- Clas Sizes B. Present the proposedbudge to district voters a
- Musc/Art Prograns secad time; or
- Sports C. Makechangesto the propose budge andpreseit a
Five Readi revisedbudget to district voters.

’ Tlvech cadiiy For the 2007-08 school year, state law would limit the

(WIS sperding increasein a contingencybudge to 3.84%. A
DividedAmong contingert budget requiresa boardof education to be
the Three respnsible for determining ordinary contingent
Elementary experses Sane of theseexpenseinclude
Schools « Lecnl obligations.

e One e Itens necessay to maintain the educdional
Elemertary program of the district, includingteacher’s sdaries,
Technology athletics, textbooks, field trips andother
Temeray extramrncu}ar activities. . _

) » Trangortdion for K-12 students childrenwith

* OneHigh SchoolTedchnology Teacher disabiities (up to 50 miles) and extracurricular

* OneScienceTeaher activities o

_ _ e Itensthat preservethe District’s propery.

* IncresedDollarsin ClasroomEquipment  Itensthatassue the health and sdety of students
andSupplies and stdf.

« High Schod Administrative Coverage Same experses that would NOT be consideed ordinary

_ - contingent expenses (and would notbeincludedin a

e PartTime PersonnkeSupervison contingert budget) include

» Student Music Compettion Fees e New equipmert, sud as school buses.

e Public useof school buildingsand groundsexcept
wherethere is no costto the District.

Nonessertial maintenane.
Captal expenditures, except in anemergency.

Propo sed Budget 2007-08 Contingency Budget 2007-08
Total Budget $47,390,798 $47,469,838
Budget Increase $1,789,793 $1,868,833
% Increase 3.92% 4.10%
Consumer Price Index 3.84% 3.84%

Important Note: Thepropo®d2007-08budgé is already less thanthe expendiure levelavailable to the Board of
Education should it needto go to a contingentoudget.
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Points of Pride

Sidw ay Elementary School

Huth Road Elementary

* Sidway Elementay isan
excepional Early ChildhoodCerter
with dedicatedprofessbnalsandan
adive PTA. All focusonwhatis
best for children!

* The primary focusof teactingand
learning is earl literacywhetre all
teachas have reeeived trainingin
guded reading,early asgsmer,
andWords Their Way.

« Sidway wasoneof thefirstschools
in WNY to implementEverydy
Math, a scieriifically basedprogram
thatis naionally recognized.

Kaegebein
Element ary Schoo |

* Qualified asoneof the 75 best
public eementarysdoolsin WNY
by BusinessFir st ranking 53rd out
of all 232 public lementaryschods
in the eight countyregim.

» Kaegdan is nationaly recognized
asapremer Profesgonal
Development Schoolassciated
with State University of NewYork
Collegeat Buffalo thatprepaespre-
sewice teachersvho areenteing
thefield of educ#ion.

« During the pastthreesdod yeas,
Kaegden hasconsstenty
improved its peformanceonthe
Fourh GradeNew York Stae
Assesmentsin the English
LanguegeArts, Mathematcsard
Sciene. Thisis dso truefor our
paformarceonthe Fifth Grade
Sogal StudiesAssesent

« During thelastfive years,
Kaegelrin's Destiraion Imaginaion
Teamhasbeenawadedtop honors
in their divisionandhas goneonto
competeatthe satelevd.

* Huth is completing the secand year
of implementtion for Pcsitive
Behavioral Intervertions Support
(PBIS) andPrevenion is Primay.
Teaters, students, andpaent are
involvedin developing ard
implemerting theViking Values

¢ Nine teachas hawe beenincluded
in the Who'sWho of American
Eduators

* Ningty percert of thosefacuty
menberseligible to paricipatin
acion resart have chosen to do sa
Ninety five percent of the facuty
ergagesin atleastone study group.

* An andysisof thewriting portion of
the ELA indcaesthatour guderts
mathedor exceedal the performarce
of studertsin sclools within the Erie 1
BOCES region on mare thanhaf of
theitens.

Veronic a E. Connor MS

» Rarked 10th (Busines First) out of
144 Midde Sctloolsin WNY.

* A Comprehensve Healh and
WEell nessprogramfor studerts and
staff including Postive Chamacer
Developmert Prograns “Thumbs
Up” ard “The Connor Character
Comectior".

*VCMS s oneof the firstschodsin
WNY to pioneerSmart Board
techrology in orderto presemnthe
NY S mathcuriculum.

Grand Island Central HS

* Eight of 11 Regent examshad
pasing percertages(65-100) above
9%, ard the other 3 hadpassing
percentagesn the high 80%s.

* Five of 11 Regerts exans had
mastery (85-100) ratesof 50% or
higher, while 9 of 11 had mastery
ratesof 36% or higher.

* DECA, anAssceiation of Marketing

Studerts, hasreceived proclamation
from the Town for it's achevenert
of bringing home 15 medalsin
regonal competition. Studerts have
alsobeeninvitedto naionds.

* ComorateBowl sponsoredby

GrandlslandSchoolBusnes
Alliance(GISBA) hasbrought
busness, the conmunity and the
schook togetherto raise more than
$7000 for collegescholarships and
otherdistrict programs

» The High Schaml offers13

AdvancedPlacenentcourseswhich
hawe beennaionaly recaynized

* Gl ranked 25th out of 100 schools

in WNY.

The District

e The GICSDranked 12th out of 97

schoolsin WNY BusnessFirst

» The District continuesto spendless

thanthatof both NY S public
schook ard smilar schods for bath
specal andgeneraleducdion
studens (NY S Report Cards fisal
regoonsibility supplemert).

Athletics

* Gl Athletic Program is 9th ranked

amongall large schook in WNY,
according to BusinessFirst!

* Gl hasfinished2ndin NFL

Supremacy seven consecuive
years. (Suprenmacyis aresult of all
sports all yeat Renmemter, NFL
has six sclhodsin thetop 12 in
errolimentof all WNY scools!)

Health and Wellness

 Studert heath ard wellness,

including characer education ard
positive behavior initiatives are
being implenenedin gradesK-12.
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Qualificatio ns

(There is no preregistraton)

A personwishing to vote must showidentification andbe ... UNIVERSAL

* A citizen of the United States PRE-K

* Atlead 18 years of age UniversalPre-K (UPK) services

e A district resident for 30 daysprior to vote are being made available free of
Absertee ballots are avalable for the physicallydisablel, thosewho charge to parents due to astae aid
areill, awayon businessor vacaion. Votersmay requesby writing dlocation to the Grandlsland CSD.
or by calling 773-8801between the hoursof 8:30a.m.to «  The UPK program provides the
4 p.m. All ballots mustbereceaved by the District Clerk by 5 p.m., opportunity for sevicesto
May 15, 2007. children who turn four years

old no later than December 1,
2007. This program can help
PROPOSITION I ensure that each child will be
successil in their later school
Shall the Board of Educaion of the Grard IslandCental School experierces

District appropriate the sum of $47,30,798for the 20072008

school budget as published? * A half-dgy (2.5) hours program

each school day must be

PROPOSITION I e

No Grand Island taxpayer

Shall the Boardof Educdion of the Grandlsland Centra School dollars will beallocatd to this
District purchasethree (3) 66 pasenge school busesat an est- program It is 100% funded by
matedcostof $110,0002ach; one(1) 30 passagerBE school bus siate aid reverue. This state

at an edimated cog of $81,000; one (1) 30 passenge BE aid will go diredly to private
wheelchér accesdile school busat an estimate costof $94,0, prescfools on the islend who

andtwo (2) plow trucksat an esimated costof $25,000each and ghgzieaito Pg‘r?grifaﬁ(i)n this
to expend thereforea totd sum not to exceed $555,000to be P program. .

. : L transportation will be avalable
raisedby thelevy of atax uponthetaxable propertyin the District under this broaram
andcollectal in annualinstallmentsas provided in Section 416 of _ prog )

Educaton Law, andin anicipation of suchtax, obligations of the * Stateaid dlocatedis $113,400.

District shdl beissud. Depending on the level of
parert interest, a lottery may

PROPOSITION Il e nenessy

Information for preschoolsis

Eled two (2) membersto the Boardof Eduation. available on the District’s website

1. Nell Seaman at www.k12.ginetorg.

2. Thomas J. Frarz Paert information will be available
in June.
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School District Budget Notice

Budget Adopted | Budget Proposed | Contingency Budget

for the 2006-2007 | for the 2007-2008 2007-2008 for the
Overall Budget Proposal School Year School Year School Year
Total Budgeted Amount $45,601,005 $47,390,798 $47,469,838
Increase/Decrease for 2007-2008 School Year $1,789,793 $1,868,833
Percentage Increase (Decrease) in Each
Proposed Budget 3.92% 4.10%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 3.2%
Resulting Estimated Property Tax Levy for the
2007-2008 School Year $25,890,000 $25,969,040
Administrative Component $3,705,200 $3,993,549 $3,993,549
Program Component $33,424,403 $34,530,676 $34,530,676
Capital Component $8,471,402 $8,866,573 $8,945,613

Basic STAR Exemption Impact

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings Based on a Hypothetical Home Within the School District
with a Full Value of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000)

Budget Adopted

for the 2006

School Year

Basic STAR Tax Savings $643.13
School Tax Increase/Decrease $151.48
Net Basic STAR Tax Savings $491.65

Budget Proposed
for the 2007
School Year

$580.70

$11.62

$569.08

opened for voting by ballot or machine.

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2007-2008 by the qualified voters of the Grand Island Central School
District, Erie County, New York, will be held at the High School in said district on Tuesday, May 15, 2007 between the
hours of 10:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. prevailing time in the High School Gymnasium, at which time the polls will be

Copies of the District’s proposed budget will be available at any of the District’s five schools or in the

District Office as of April 30, 2007.
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