Doug Smith, 81, colorful newsman, sportswriter and TV personality

- By Dale AndersonPublished Thu, Apr 20, 2017

June 27, 1935 — April 20, 2017

Doug Smith, the colorful Buffalo newspaper edisgortswriter, humorist and TV personality, died idday at
his home in Cortland after a brief iliness. He \Bas

Known best as “The Cheap Gourmet” and “The Fun R#ng his reviews and features on WIVB-TV,
Channel 4, in the 1980s and 1990s, he became m@ajairthrough his passion for baseball. His derotd the
sport earned him a place in the Western New YordeBall Hall of Fame, which inducted him last Sefitem

“They put him in for his love of the game,” his @jfPolly, said. “Anybody who was playing a basebathe,
he would watch.”

Tributes and anecdotes from fans and former cadlieagoured in Thursday night on Facebook and other
websites.

Born in Glen Ridge, N.J., he moved to Jamestowh hig family as a boy and, as a teenage baseball
scorekeeper in Roseland Park, was offered a jaingrstories for the Jamestown Sun. Soon the pagkr, the
Post-Journal, hired him to write sports for 75 sart hour.

Mr. Smith went on to work as a sportswriter andecht a newspaper in Maryland and papers in Bldamgs
Pa., Warren, Pa., and Erie, Pa. In the Bloomsbewgsroom, he met his wife, Polly Young, who was a
typesetter. They were married in 1959.

While living in Erie, the Smiths often took in shewt Melody Fair in North Tonawanda and decidechéwe
to Grand Island in 1967. Mr. Smith became a coptoedt The Buffalo Evening News, then was nighy ci
editor for three years, coordinating the coveragh® Attica Prison Uprising in 1971. The followiygar he
took a job as Sunday arts editor at the Courierr&sg

He began a busy freelance career after the Cazrlased in 1982. He and Polly teamed for Cheap Getirm
reviews of restaurants, which were compiled in beoks. He appeared regularly on WIVB-TV newscdss.
the North Buffalo Rocket, he was The Rocket Mamtibuting pun-filled columns and reviews.

For the Niagara Gazette, he wrote a weekly basebkimn, “Base Paths.” He and Polly also authored a
regular “Letters From the Island” column with neawvsl anecdotes about Grand Island.



Mr. Smith had a lengthy career as a softball pitcHe hit his first home run at the age of 43 wwianing game
against a squad from radio station WEBR. He wasattepitcher to win a game in War Memorial Stadjam
media league contest in 1987 that followed thel fhefalo Bisons game in the Rockpile.

The following year, he won four games in a singlg dnd pitched in Pilot Field against The King &fisl
Court, a barnstorming team.

He was a public address announcer for baseball gatrfeal Maglie Stadium in Niagara Falls. After ingwvo
Cortland last year to be closer to his daughtewa® announcer for SUNY Cortland State basketlzatiep
and reported on games for the Cortland Crush of Mexk Collegiate Baseball League.

In addition to his wife, survivors include a daughtHolly Smith Jaquith; a son, Joe; a brother, &kpland four
grandchildren.

Funeral arrangements in Cortland will be announced.



