Grand Island, Pioneer punch ticketsto ClassA girls soccer final
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Laura Schultz is in her first year on the Grandnsl varsity soccer team. Her first ever goal fer\tikings
varsity squad came at an opportune time Saturdegnabn at Williamsville North. Schultz saw a dadlunce
off a Williamsville East defender after a corneckkin the second half, allowing her to net hertfoareer
varsity goal and the only goal in the Vikings’ Wh over Williamsville East. “I didn’t know we wodlmake it
this far,” Schultz, a junior, said. “I feel like wait everything into it. We put our heart and dato it.”

The win for Grand Island (18-1) puts them in them¥ Class A final for the second straight seastonas
their fourth straight Class A-1 final appearande¢c@ming against the Flames (17-2). The win, hosvewasn’t
easy. Grand Island was without their leading scBreoke Amato and starting midfielder, Grace Stheam
who broke her ankle in the Vikings’ semifinal winedhesday.

“They were phenomenal,” Grand Island head coacle@owman said. “They knew they could do this as a
team. We're missing our leading scorer and, if nat,best midfielder and they still come out andtl@other
team that was 17-1. They did a great job. Thistnag a great win.”

Grand Island will face Pioneer in the overall ClAsinal on Tuesday at Williamsville North. The Rhers
won the Class A-2 final over East Aurora, 4-1.

It is Pioneer’s first sectional title in progranstary.

Both Pioneer and East Aurora were no strangersimgato their match Saturday. The Panthers aneé Blu
Devils were playing for the third time on the seagsoeeting twice during the regular season in EQIC
Pioneer won the first contest before both teantsitigheir second meeting.

“East Aurora is such a competitive team. If you'tptay your best game, you’re not going to comé @u
top,” Pioneer head coach Frank Asquith, who wiltéigring at the end of the year, said. “It foraeslto focus.
We knew what we were going to be in for and we kifeme didn’t put our best game on the field, wereve
going to come back second best.”

Pioneer's Meghan Root scored Pioneer’s first gb#h@® game in the first half before scoring herigoal of
the season in the second half, scoring Pioneestgylzal.

“They played like veterans that have been thet®"said. “That second half was awesome, I'm soguoju
them. We’ve never had a sectional championship. &Verhave banners in the gym that lists ECIC and
sectional titles and we have none. We would aMagk up and say, ‘We're going to get one one dl\&'so
special to get to experience it with all these pedpat we grew up with in a small town.”

Sierra Cass and Kaitlyn Eigenbrod were the othal grorers for the Panthers (16-1-2). Grace Moaeeyed
for the Blue Devils (12-4-3).

“I feel like we've been coming together,” Asquithid. “The kids tease me because | don'’t sleep avelhg the
season. The last week or so I've been sleeping Wadlve come together and they’'ve matured as acksduzey
were focused and on a mission. We were ready tthigetione this year.”



