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New Protections in the Student
Loan Industry

ttorney Gerera Cuomo’s Chief
Trial Counsd Benjamin Roserbery,
joined by Town Suypervisar
Paer McMahon and Superntendert
Robert Christmam, spole to 17 seniors
atGrand Island High School on Septenber 27th
as pat of astatewide initiative alerting
studerts to pitfalls and new protections
regarding the student loanindustsy.

Mr. Rosenberg, who hdped lead the
groundbreaking and naionwide invegigation
into the student loan industry,briefed the
studerts about Attorney Generd Cuamo’s
Student Bill of Rights. Thefirst of its kind
in the nation, the StudentBill of Rightsis pat of anewlaw resulting from
the Attomey Generd’s ongoinginvestigaion of the $85billion/yea cdlege
loanindustry, providing new rights and protection to sgeguardstudents ard
familiesfrom deceptive practices.

Roserbery highlighted someof the worst practices identified duringthe
Attorney Gererd’s naionwideinvesigation into the student loan industy,
including the illecal steering of studentsto preferred lendersby speeific
sclools, reverue sharing agreenent beween schoolsand lendes, university
finandal aid cdl centersstaffed by lenderenployees,gifts andtrips from
lendes to schools financialaid directas, andevenstock in lenderconpanies
directy givento financal aid officers.

The Studert Lending Accounability, TranspaencyandEnforcement
(SLATE) Act of 2007 unanimously passel bothhousesof theNYS
Legislature ard was signedinto law by the govenor. The StudentBill of
Rights codifiesAttorney Genaa Cuomo’s CollegelL oanCodeof Condud,
the bask for settlement with lendes and schoolsaaossthe county.
Congressonal leacershaveaso endorsedSLATE asa naionwide model.
The bill givesto studens andfamilies the rightto choos alender,even

if the lenderis not included on the schools preferred lende list.

Foracopy of the Student Bill of Rights and smarttip sheetsisit www.oag.gate.ny.us




Message from your

Superintenden t . ecrsmm s

) Supemtendent
Bob Christmann

Much hashgppened in thedistrict
sincethe lag Bridge newslette in
August. Included have beenmany
schal acivities studentandstaff
recanitions basd on outstanding
work, volunteer effortsandacademic
honors for students. Therecontnues
to be so many postive thingsto
shae about schools, aboutstudents
and about lif e on Grandlsland.

Oneof the potentially mostfar
reacling developmentsis the
creatian and exparsionof a“One
Island, One Team, One Dream...b
be Drug Freé¢ committee.Coming
togetter on amonthly bass has
beenan everincreasing groupof
studetts, parents school staff,
administrators, town offi cials,
senice providers, community
members and law enforcenent
officers Theyare commitedto
planning adion steps intendecdto
bring to students parentsandthe
ertire Grard Island community a
betterunderstanding of how student
sulstarce use and abuseimpads
livesin somary necative ways

First hascomeclea andaccura¢
information on awide variety of

substanceswhich havethe potenial
to be misused by students. Included
in that caegorywould be presaiption
pills, dcohd, marijuanaand other
more addictive drugs. Next came
discussions as to how we canwork
together to prevent our studeris
from evenone time useof these
illegd substances.Programs on
thesetopics are being plannedby
the committee.Paents andstudents
would grealy bendit from attending
theseprograms.We also needto
makecertain that should a student
find himself or hersef usng these
substances, his or her family would
know where to turn for help. We
needto connect parents with any
necessary services on behdf of ther
children if persond situaionscal
for outside assstarce

It is alsoimportant thatnothing be
hidden about what we learnabout
inappropriate studentacivities. If
aproblem existswith presciption
misuse the district and parents need
to talk about thoseproblens aong
with the sdutions. In the sameway
if there is a problem with alcohol
misuse we needto be open and
forthcoming about thoseproblens
ard to share in what wayswe

can come together as anlsland
community to guide andcare for
our youth. We are very optimistic
about the ahility of this group of
peole to makea difference in the
lives of our middle and high school
studerts going forward.

In arelated matter, | would urge
parerts to know atall times where
their childrenare and whatthey
are doing. There are far too mary
opportunitiestakenby studentsto

host and/or attend sodal paties

in which alcohol is avaialde to
minors. Ched out any student
stories yourself. Visit the homes
in which your childrensaythey
arelocated Setreasonale hours
for their return to your homeand
bethereto gred them as they retum
home For parents, cetainly don't
save alcohol in your hous. Don't
alow studerts to bring alcohad to
your home. Not only is it mordly
wrong, the legd consejuene
you'll face for seving minorsis
enormous. If you know that another
paent or studert made alcohol
available — report it. We want your
child to be sak. We want every
child to be sake. They are not sde
if they arein acardriven by a
teenager who hasconsumed
alcohol. Adolescerts do not fully
possessall the judgement that
cometo adults. While theywill
makemistakes, parents need to

do everything that can bedone

to prevern thosemistakes. Your
children cannot be trested asan
adult when they are still in high
school. They are not mature erough
to make every decision properly.

Recently, school offi cials met with
Erie County and Grand Island law
enforcement officials regading a
well publicized party onthelslard
in which alcohol was avaiable.
An agreement wasreached that

al parerts who fail to prevent
alcohol from being sevedin their
homewill be criminally charged.
Further, students foundat any
acohol related parties will be
identified and tested for consumption
levels. Paerts of thosestudents
(continued on the nextpage
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will be contaded by the police.No studentbeieved
to be undertheinfluencewil | be allowedto drive a
vehicle. If it looks like the schooldistrict istaking a
had line, we are.We don’'t wantary of our students,
your children, to be tragicvictims of a substarce
abuserelaedaccident With the holidays coming,
theuseof acohd will grow. Do notallow your
childrento consumealcohol Check onthem and
do sofrecuently.

Committee menmbers hawe pledgedo createprograms
andservicesto assistyou. Look for noticeson upcoming
events.Your childrenaretoo predgousto usandto
you to ever wart themto be putin harm'’s way.

We are counting on parentsandschools to do the
right thing.

Bus + Safety = Fun

Riding a schod busis awhole newworld for younger
studerts. There is somuch to learnin such a shat time
but our school bussafey team is here to help! The
school bussdety team membersincludeBarbaa
BacKund, Carolyn Furman,BonnieKaiser, Denise
McMahon, Karen Dallassndro,Faith Mantione,and
Amy Ve Rost

To assistthe busdriverswith teading bussafety,the
teamhasdesigned a specil programfor K-1 Sidway
Elementay and St Stephen’sstudens. It entailsa bus
sakty movie, areview of thebus safet rules atour of
the trarspataton center, anda practice run on how to
ext aschool busin anemergency.The “Safety Bus’
hasspedal platormstha allow studens to climb out
emergercy windows ard mats arestrategicdly placed to
help themjump out the badk emergeng door. Students
enoy the hands-on learningandaresaferfor it.

Amy Ve Rost,BonnieKaisa and Karen Dallessandroassist
Maddine Mesner, Sidway Elementarystudentas sheexitsthe
back energencydoor.

Transportation Review
to Begin

ne of the most complex, leag unde'stood
ewvices provided by school districts arethose

unde thetransporation depatment. First, the
Grard Islard Central School District is blessed to have the
high qudity transpotation staff that it does No job is
more challenging than that of driving a busfilledwith
children. Drivers have to watch theroad and watch the
students seemingly with the eyesin the back of their
head. Through all kindsof weaher and traffic
conditions, they bring the children to andfrom school
sdely. Unrelated to the personnetudity, anevdudion
is about to be done by an exadllentNY S consuting
firm, Trarsportation Advisory Sevices, onall the
differert components of our district’s transpotation
program Among the areasthat will be given an
intengve look will be:

 Trarsportation policies
 Currert bussing distanaes in orde to recave savices

After school and late busruns

» Bussesprovidedafter athletic practices

Non-public after school late runs

Locationsof pick up points throughout the ertire district

Staffing levels appropriate to studennumbes
* Routing effediveness coss and capecities

Peahaps mostimportanty, the studywil | look at the
advisablity, costs and capability of thedistrict to change
from threeseparate pick up/dropoff runs(high sctool -
elementary — middle school) to two runs(high school/
middle school — elementary). Instrudiondly ard athletically
there would be many adwentages to usingtwo rurs. Is it
possble? Isit desirable? Theseconsutants will help the
Board amswe thosequesionsand evaluateall of the other
aress listed above.

It is anticipated that the reportwill be completed around
February 1, 2008 asthere may be someimpact on the
development of the 200809
budget either way. Whenthe
report is finished, there will
be awide sharing of the
results with community
members and staff.
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Blanket Making Workshop

For the fourth yea in arow,
the facuty and staff of
VeronicaE. Connor Middle
Sclool along with the help

of students and parens will
be making “N o Sew Fleece
Throw Blarkets’ for children in need.In the pag, we
have mace and donated nearly 200 homemadeblankets
to the Roswdl Pedatric Unit, WomenandChildren's
Hosptal Pedatric CancerUnit andthis yea theWomen
ard Children’s Hosptal Neo-Natal Unit.

This years workshop will be held Tueslay, Deaember
4th at 3:45 pm in the middle school cafeteriaThe
blanketsare simple to makeand fun to do.All you
needto bringisapair of sharpsdssors,afleeceblanke
making kit (available at JoAnn Fabrics or WalMart)

or 1.5 yardsof paternedflee@ and1.5 yardsof
coordinating solid color fleece.Moms, dads grandnas,
children etc. are al welcome It takes aboutonehour
to compete a blarket andthe blanketmaking skill is
yours to keep! If you areunabk to attendbut would still
like to make a blanke, pleag contactKarenGrandeat
773-8830 to sd up atimemorecorvenientfor you.
Also, if you would just like to dorete the materialor kit,
we will gladly makethe blanketfor you. Thank you for
your pastsupport and thankyou in advance for your
help this year!

Student Council
Elections

lection excitemert hit Vleronica E. Connor
Middle Scloal asthe Primary Elections were
eld on Thursday, Octobe 18th. A field of

22 candidateswas narrowed to 10 which left just two
candidates to compete for each office: president,
vice-president, secetary, treasure’ and histarian.
Candidates’ pogers adorned the walls outside the
cafeteria and hallways while many studens wore
campaign buttons to showsupportfor ther favaite
candidates. On Monday, October 29th, the candidates
hit the stagein the high sdhool auditorium to give
speedtesto the entire studentbody At the condusion
of the eledion assenbly, al students returned to their
classesto vote for the candidaes of therr choice.
Congratulations to all who paticipated. Here are
the resuts of this yea’s StudentCouncl eledions:

Presdent: Katherine Studley
Vice-President: Marshdl Candlla
Serdary: BridgetKennealy
Treasuer: Nick Soos
Histaian: Ashley Gugino

The Monster Bash

and snads.

pportunity to participatein

he amual “M onster Bash”
sponsared by StudentCouncl on
Friday, October 26th. The event was
hdd after school and feauredmary
acivitiesfor the studens including
a bounce house,sports obstde
course, football bungee,a giant
gane of Twister, Can-Jam, Bingo,
facepainting ard crafts. Approximately
300 studerts and 25 facuky members
attended and erjoyed pizza, pop

f ;xth- and severth-gradersat Veronia E. ConnorMiddle School had the
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New Award Honors K-12 Student Arists

Theart depatment of the GrandlslandCentral Schoolss pleasedto announce newforum in which it mayhoror
their manytalerted artistic achevers throughait the schoolyear. The K-12 “A rtist of the Month” is anawarddesigned
to honor one student eacy monthwhoiis currently enrolled in thedistrict,
and who has distinguishedhim or hersdf artistically.

Grard Island haslong beenhometo many artistic and credive individuals,
and studerts are cettainly no exception. Studentsfind thevisud arts an
appropriate vehicle for sef-expression and often usethe arts asa creative
outlet and opportunity to improveand enrich the environmentin which
they live and atend school. In an effort to recognize and commend those
students who have excdl ed artisticdly and who usethe visud arts
positively, one studenteachmonth will befeaured as an award recipiert
beginning in Septemberandrunningmonthly throughouthe schod yea.

It is hopedthat the public will join in sharhg the art department’s colledive
pride in the postive andcredive contributionstha our youngpeople make
to thar school ard their community and look forward to the featureson our
K-12 artists throughout the school year.

Picturedholding two of her reentartworksis Septembes “Artist of the Month”, OrendaeMill er—severt grade
Says Orendad, “I like artbe@us it is a great way to expres yourselfandto havefun while making a masterpiee”.
Orendael,who hasbeeninteresedin art since shewasal little girl, saystha Monetis herfavorite artist. Art hasbeen
importart in this students family. Shecreditsherparentsfor inspiring he to make lots of art projeds andfor providing
encaragenen by drawing with her. In addition,Orendaé saystha hersister is an inspiraion aswell.

Theart depatment of Grandlsland Central Schoolsapplaud this student’s credive achievementsard uniqueartiic
voice ard wisheshe much sucessin all of herfuture artistic endeavors.

Vocal Music Teacher Organizes
International Music Conference

san Waters, vocd music g
eacler for the midde
chool andhigh school,

playedaningrumental rolein
plaming ard organizing the 1¢
Intematonal Conferencefor the
Gordon Institute for Music
Leaming (GIML) in Dayton,
Ohio this summer. GIML

is amusic education organizaton
which supports the reseach of
Dr. Edwin Gordon. His research
explains how we learnmustc,
whichin turn helps must teachers
estallish sequenial currlwlarobjecives in accordwith their own
teading styles and bdiefs Conferencepresaterscamefrom
Poland, Germany, Portugal Italy, Dubai(UnitedArab Emirates) and
the United Staes. Susa Waters wasalso appointedto serveon the
GIML Exeautive Boardas Nationd Treasurer.
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Cheerleaders Win First Place at UB Competition

heVeronicaE. Connor Middle Schoolcheerleaders travded to

the University at Buffalo to paticipate in the annualcheegleadng

competition for middle and high school teams. On Octobea 20th,
the cheelealers compded in the modified division and earned83.5points
overall, dominating over ther closest compeitor by over 10 points The
team won afirst placetean trophyandeach girl broughthomea gold
medhl. This was the first compeition tha theteam has everatended.

Theteam isledby eighth-grade cgptans: SydneyDudish, Morgan Green,
JesstaSpesz and Rachel Watt and is coached by LoraRandles,
middle school teacher. Other tean members includeAlexis Pearce,
Juie Kilmer, Hallie Nowek, Jamie Dobson Brittney Ducette,
MeganAmbdlan CaseyJebnek, Maddy Mankowski
Katrina Rockwood, LauraKondzela, ShannorDoctor,

Breama McGuire,Alex London, Taylor Swest,

Releca Masse Jessica Spener, Amandalore,

Zar Foster, Kelly Ruminski,
Lorie Scherrer, AlyssaCindlli,
and Marina Pazartides.

If interesedin middle school cheerlealing,
sixth- through eighth-grade girls are enouragel
to aterd intramurals in the Spring.

way Elementary School kicked off their Positive

ehaviora InterventionsandSupprt (PBIS) program

n September 14th. The entire student body attended a
peprally to lean about the Sidway Values - Be Responsible,
Be Respectful ard Be Sde! Mrs. Dunba led the studentsin
a cheerabout respnsibiity, respect and sdety. The Sidway
Bearmacde anappeaance and sevea
teachers ard staff members hdped
out. Grard Island Central Schod
District asawhole participatesin
PBIS and thethree core values
Regporsibility, Respect and Sdety
are congstent for kindeigarento
gracke 12 students. Kindegarten
ard first-gade studens at Sidway hawe the opportunityto “getcaught denonstating
these valuesthrougtout their day andearna “Be Proud” certificate from ary faaulty or

stdf membe. It wasa greatway
to kick off the school year! ﬁ % g
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Undefeated Tennis Team Makes History!

or the firsttimein Grand Island history, the Lady Vikings

Tennis Tean finishedthe seasonin 14 placin the NFL.

The Lady Vikings had ther first eva unddeated season
with a 14-0 NFL record (14-1overal).

Many girls contributed to our suaessthis year. Theteamwasled
by senior, Brittany Stallard, who was unddeated at 1stSingles.
Senor caphins, Courtney Catlano and Lauren McGowan teamed
up at 1st Doubleswith a 13-2overdl record. Senor captain,
Ashley Koemtgen, played 2nd Singlesandhad a 10-5 overall
record. AsHey hadtwo big winsover Ken-EastandNiagara Fdls
which allowed our tean to stay undefetedin the NFL. Our 2nd
Doubles team consisted of sophonores, AlexandraBusa@glia and
: Kaitie Samand. The par ended the seasonwith acombined 7-5
Top Row(L-R) Brittany Stallard, Ashley Koerntgen, record. Three senors shaedthe 3rd Singles posiion, Micahlera
Kristen Laurendi,LaurenMcGowan, MicahlenaBeyer,  Beyer, Daniell e Bruno and Kristen Laurendi. All threecombined

Brittany Papaj, Danielle Brunoand CourtneyCatalano - for an8-6 recad. Senior, Brittany Papaj, had a varsity win against

Middle Raw (L-R) CatherineAugheyStephanieAughey, | ewiston-Parter in our last match this sesson.
Kaitie Samland,Julie Hassdbeck, AlexandraBuscaglia,
Anna Ferrante SimarjotCheemaand KelseyMash. Receiving NFL honorswereBrittany Stdlard, who received

Bottom Row (L-R) CourtneyPapaj, Tara Hook, Molly 1stTeamAll Leaguein SinglesandLaurenMcGowan and
Wynne,BreanneRafferty, AlyssaAccardo, Caitlin Taylor, Courtney Catlano, who received 1¢ Team All Leajuein
Kimbety Asbad. Doubles.Congratulationsto al threeplayers.

Many girls reeived individud awardsat this year’s banquet.Our “Junior Varsity MVP” wasawardel to junior,
Kelsey Mash Our “Vardty Most Improved Player”wassophanore,AlexandraBuscagliawvho madea hugeimpact
this yea. Our “Most DedicaedAward” wentto senior, CourtneyCatakno.Receiving the“MV P Award” this year
wasserior, Ashley Koerngen. Seniors LaurenMcGowan and Brittany Stdl ard were awardedthe “Viki ng Award”
for their excdlencein leaderhip, dedcationandhard work their entire Varsty careers.Our captainsnextyea will
be Kelsey Madh, AlexandraBuscaylia andBreanneRafferty. GoodLuck to al eight seniorsfor their undefated
seasa and outganding careers,wel | missyou!

Attention Residents of Grand Island With Children
Ages Newborn - 5 Years of Age...

To effectively planfor the 2008-2009%choolyear,we would like to know how manychildrenresideon
Grard Islandwho are eligible for kindegartenenrolimentin Septenber2008.Any child who will reach
their 5th birthday on or beforeDecanber1, 2008is eligible to attendkindelgarten nextschoolyear.
Plea call the District Office at 773-881%eween the hoursof 9 a.m to 1 p.m.andgive your name,
your child’s name, child’s dak of birth, addressnd telephonenumbe:.

We ak thatyou cdl even if you do not planon sendingyour child to kindegaren
next yea or planon sending your child to a private or parochia school. This wil |
assst our transportation deparinent, state andfederalfunding.

We would also appreciate cals from parents/guardies of children agesnewborn
to 4 yeas of ageresidingon Grand Islandfor future enrolimentprojections.
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Summer Reading
Celebrations!

(L-R) Kayla Myers,Maddine Mitchell, Bailey Kephart,and
Kevin Minton enjoythe reading cdebration at Huth Road
Elementary School

nceagan the sunmmerreading progran wasa
ugesiceess. Sidway, Kaegeben and Huth

Roa Elementary schoolks al paricipatedin the
NewYork Stae Sunmer Realing Programin
conjunction with the Grand IslandMemorial Library.
The themethis year was “ Geta Clue at the GrandIsland
Memaial Library” and investigat sonme goodbooks.
The students were requiredto read booksthroughoutthe
sunmerand return a compketed form to schod in early
Septembe The school libraiesead hdd asummer
readng celelraton wherestudens wererewardel for
their reading efforts.

Every year thelibrariansandreading teachers from
all elemertary schods meetwith Mrs. Slaterfrom
the Grandlslard Memoria Library to planfor the
summerahea. Theyarelooking forwardto yet
arother successul summer reading progamin 2008.

Hoe-down at Huth -
Yee-Haw!

nd-graders at Huth RoadElementary School
adereading cometo life! Afterrealing

Iterature about life on aranch,over 125 students
dressedin ther finestgea to celebrae westem style.
The cowboys and cowgirls gaheredtogeherin the
gym for agood ole’ fashionhoe down complete with
singing and danaing. Mrs. Boron led the western themed
sing-a{ong with her guitar while Mrs. Horrigan led the
cowpokesin country line dancing.

Other paticipaing classe were Mrs. Agndlo, Miss
Donnelly, MissMesme, Mrs. Percival and Mrs. Shroeder
The se@nd-graders enjoyedthe hooenannyand a good
time washad by all.

What a Ride!

On Tueslay, October 16th, six studentsfrom Sidway
Elemertary School weretreaedto arideto school
on afire truck after ther names weredrawnat the
amual Grand Islard Fire DepatmentOpenHou<.
The studentswere surprigedto find Principd

Mrs. Dunbar and SyperinendentMr. Chrigmann

on boardthe trucks whenthey arrivedto
pick themup. Thark youto the
Grard IslandFire
Depatment for this
exciting ride to schod
for thesesix lucky
studerts!

7@6—]182%/ Z]

Students (L-R): Judin Gorrell, Madeline Meaner, Olivia Ruiz,
Natalie Turck, Lauren Merletti, Caitlin Kleinschmidt. Adults (L-R):
Firefighter TomDewey, Prindpal DeniseDunbar, Firefighter

Peter Mc Mahon, Superintendent Rdoert Christmann, Firefighter
Peter Coppola and Firefighter Peter McMahon.
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VCMS Celebrates Red Ribbon Week

eronicaE. Connor Middle School celebraed Red
Ribbon Week Octaber 22nd-2@h. This week
is recognized naionally and promotes staying
drug free.The student servicesdepatment planned
daily activitiesfor everyoneto participate in to show

| their support.

‘_-'—-i- Ead morning beganwith facts aboutdrugs and words

: r;ir of wisdom read over the morningannoun@ments to

“ﬁt . highlight the problem of substine abuseand its negdive impact

L= on our schools, communitiesand naion. In addiion, studens

gl 1 .. hadanopportunity to win prizes by correctly answeaing adaliy trivia

iad | e ] gueston about drug andalcoholuse.The school was de®raed for this
.4 special week with red ribbons banners and poserstha werehung in key

s = areas of the building to remind studens of theimportance of staying drug

. free.The studerts and staff worered on Tuesday to showtheir support.

Everyonerealy got into the spirit of theweek by pledging to be drug

free,dresshg badwardson “Turn Your Back on DrugsDay” ard

wearng hats on “Hats-Onfor Being Drug Free Day”.

This weeklong celebraton is meant to be both fun and educdiond for
the students. Drug andalcoholaddiction is a very saiousproblem in our
(L-R) RebeccaGasbrek, EliseLenzne saciety that can be life atering. We hopestudetslean to stay strong
Rechel Ripellinoand Jordan Davispledge in resigting the pressiresof trying drugsand alcohol and make hedthy
to bedrugfree. choicesfor themsdves.

The Hobbit

We hope you had the opportuniy to
atterd the Spotlighter'sFall Producton
of “The Hobbit”. SteveVaughan,
combatinstructor, professorand
diredor at Niagaa University worked
togetherwith Katherine Scardia,
Grard Islard High Schoolteacher

to crede a patnership for the show
production Liz Warden,a student
from Niagara University’s theate
depatmert, tawght the studens

stage combat,
chaeogaphed
fight sceresfor
theshoward
designedour sets!
Shavs were hdd
on Novembe 16th
and 17that7 p.m.

Luke Burkhart (Gandalf) and SamTilkins (Goblin Attencant) are practicing stage
combatduring one of the many long hours spentpreparing for the production.
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GIHS Student travels to Business First in the
Washington D.C. Classroom

Dustin Coryn has The Grand Island High SchoolBusinessDepatment is
returned home from excited to bring BusinessFirstinto the classroan. Each
the National Youth weekcurrenrt copies of BusnessFirst are provided
Leadership Forum through the generous sponsorshipf AuroraConsuting
on National Secuity Group, for the Career andFinandal Managemat
(NYLF/NS). Exploring Class. Teader, Cheryl Chamberlain attendeda
American Diplomacy, workshop conducted by Tim Oshe, Managing Editor

Intelligerceand of BusinessFirst, where innovatve ways of utilizing
Deferse Dudin isa the paper with existing curriculum wereintrodued.
junior at Grard Island Grard Idand is one of a sdect groupof schods that
High Sclool and was will erale students to study current finanda and
nominatedfor this marketing news asreported by this publication.
prestgious awvard Grard Idand is also proudto bea“Top Ten” district
by teacters Cheryl as recognized by BusinessFirst.

Chamberain ard

Kanl Koppmam.

Dustin traveledto Washington, D.C. for five dayswhere
the exgorations offeredat NYLF/NS allowedDustina
chanceto obseve key leadersn diplomatic ingtitutions,
military installations andintelligenceagenciesasthey
wert about ther daily tasks. This firsthand exposure
provided Dustin valuable andpractcal information
about carea's andopportunitiesin thesecommunities. In
addition, Dudgtin and his fellow schohlrsspent time
exploring Washington, D.C’s mod famoussites
including Arlington Nationd Cemetery, the Smith®nian
Museums ard the Vietham VeteransMemorid andthe
Lincoln Menorial. Dugin was in awe afterthis trip and
saidit wasthe“advenure of alifetime.”

Stwerts intereged in exploring caree area options
through the internship programat Grand IslandHigh
Schaml should contad the Schootto-Work office at
773-8879.

Region 12 DECA Competition Coming to GIHS

The Grandlsland Chapter of DECA, anAssociationof Marketing Students, is pleasedo
amouncetha Regbn 12 conpeition is comingto GrandislandHigh Schoolon Januay
13th, 2008. Over 500 high school students from all over Westan New York will competen
busnessrelated events duringthis confeaence. In addition, over 120 businessand educatbn
leades will asdgst as judgesandprodorsfor this remarkablesvent. DECA is a stateand
national orgarizaton with goak that promoteleadershiplevelopmat, civic
conciousness, sceial intelligence andvocationé understanding.
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Maintenance/Custodial
Study Completed

As part of its October 29, 2007 meeing, the members
of the Grandlsland Board of Eduation recaved a
repat which evaluatedits maintenance, custodid and
buildings/grourds prograns. Completed by Dr. Gerry
Glos of theWedem NewYork Educatond Service
Courzil, an in-depth analsis wassummarizedby him
for the Board of Educaton and community. Dr. Glose
studied staffing levels to seeif thedistrict’s personnel
numbers were apgopriate to the size of our school.
He alsocompaed therespondbilities for eachperson
on eachwork shift ard evaluaedthedistrict’s current
preverative maintenanceprogram. Using dataand
interview responges gaheredover a four monthperiod,
Dr. Glose endd his report to the Boardwith several
recommadaions Among his condusions were;

» Thatthereis a neel to create more accuratgob
desciptions assone work is being doneby stdf
in higher thannecessaryCivil Savice titles

 Thatthe staffing levels aregenerdly appropriate
athough same currentvacan@s may not needto
befilled.

 Thatthe evaluaion procedures in placemay need
to be moretargeted to theindividud job titles rather
thanthe curent more generdevduaton forms

* Thatthe new systemof using on linework order
requestsis fundioning very effi cienty.

 Thatthe current levels of third shift workers be
greatlyreduced or eliminatedand thatthosestaff
onthe third shift be reassignedb thefirst or second
shifts for a more efficient cleaning of the buildings.

» That many prevertative mantenane
itemsidentified asimportantbuilding
needsbe consideredor inclusionin a
future cagtal project for the community
to consder.

The administration was requeted
by the Board of Educdionto
repat bad to themwithin a
45-60 day period with therr
action plan based onthe
very well donre report.

Something’s Always
Blooming!

Many studerts have worked very hard to turn a once
dull patch of grassinto a colorful, lushrespite for birds,
butterflies and students. The gardenat Veronicak. Connor
Middle School is a creaion of Ms. Dawn Brooks, eighth-
grace socia studiesteacher, and numeousdedicated
studerts. Each spring the twittering of goldfinches can
be head asthe garden plays hostto two broods of baby
robins, and bright green shoos of flowers, herbs and
vegetales burst from the soil. Warm summner days
nourish the bloomstha greet parents and students,

new to our district, as they registe for fall classs. Fal
marnings provide swarmsof sparowswith bregfasts
of dried seal heads of sunfloner and black-eyed susans.
Thebestaspect of thegarde is that it provides a
multitude of opportunitiesfor teache's and studerts

to work and learn in a natural sdting.

The beauty in the courtyad continues to grow with
geneious donations from helpful teachersin the building.
However, Ms. Brooks hashiggerideas for the garden.
Future plans include: plants used by Natve Americans
and ealy pioneers; awater habitat, a cold frame; and a
composter for classmomadivities; stauary; vegetables;
and more peremial herbsand flowers. As al gadene's
know, a beautiful garden is alwaysawork in progress
and additional time, effort and funding are necessary to
bring her vision to reality.

Ms. Brooks is sponsoringa courtyad gardenphoto
contest The contest provides an opportunityto expres
artistic and technological talentsthroughphobgraphy
and Adobe PhotoShop. There will betwo prizesof $25
gift certific ates to the Boulevad Mall. The cortestis
opento all middle schoolstudents. For moreinformation
visit http:/mwwk12.ginetorg/webpages/dbiookgcontest
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Community Ed Brochure and the Bridge
Team Up!

Grand Island Central Schools y — - '
Community Education nn Iss I i

Fall 2007

The next edition of The Bridge and
The Grand Island Community
Education Brochure have teamed
up and will be delivered to you
together in early January. Watch
your mailboxes and remember to
look inside the next Bridge to see
what exciting classes Community
Education has to offer this winter!

Grand Idand Central School District

1100 Ran®m Road Grandlsland, NY 14072 Non-profit Org
Board of Education: USPZ‘I’;tage
RichardLittle, Jr, President PermitNo. 8
Jame Hanna Vice President ) Grandisland,N.Y.
Myrna Blair Resident

Glem Bobeck

Geage Cazy

ThomasFranz

Neil Seaman

Supein tendent: Bob Chrisimann

Fall 2007 The Bridge - Grand Island Central School District www.k12.ginet.org



