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Maddie Pezzino has transferred from Florida S@atele Miss. (via Pezzino)

Humbled Pezzino acceptsfresh start at Ole Miss

By Ben Tsujimotg Published January 23, 2018 | Updated Januar3(23,

When Hurricane Harvey forced the postponement offflerida State women's soccer matches late last
summer, the Seminoles evacuated Tallahassee asaupon, busing eight hours to share facilitiethv@le
Miss for a few days before a makeup match at Troy.

Little did Florida State freshman Maddie Pezzinowrthen that those temporary grounds would be éx¢ n
step in her soccer career, as the reig@atprade Player of the Year for New Ydréis decided to transfer to
Mississippi to represent the Rebels.

As per NCAA soccer rules, Pezzino will not be falte sit out a season; student-athletes are peahit
transfer Division | schools once without penaltiie$has already enrolled for the spring semest®teaMiss
and holds three more seasons of eligibility.

"I don't think [Florida State] was the best fit fmie,” Pezzino reflected in a phone conversatiord&wn'l was
looking for something different, but | learned &atloere as a player and as a person.”

The leading scorer in New York State high schockso history 251 total goals with Grand Islandnd
standout for the Western New York Flash Academyuesd a tough first semester with the 'Noles inrgpri
2017 after graduating high school early.

Despite rumors to the contrary, Pezzino was ekygibltrain with Florida State that first semestert, she
quickly ran into unforeseen hurdles. "Fitness wagwaggle for me,"” she admitted.



Pezzino scored a NYS record 251 goals for GramahdsHigh School. (Harry Scull Jr./News file photo)

A sluggish start to the United Women's Soccer sefmathe amateur Western New York Flash was waogyi
too, but her focus on fitness began to pay dividend

The product of the Flash's youth acadestryck for four goals in the final five gamekthe UWS season, then
impressed in the Seminoles preseason, finishitigeneam's top seven in fithess - a moment of gade
overcoming a previous barrier.

Once the college season began, the freshman &nmkatutes were uneven in non-conference play.bidst
performance was a two-goal substitute appearanaelit spanking of Kentucky, but once the AtlaQ@ast
Conference schedule began, Pezzino was limiteddtabof 27 minutes, over two appearances, irlthe
conference games.

Though the Seminoles won two NCAA Tournament matdyefore falling in the third round, Pezzino did no
see the pitch in any of them.

"It's a big school, and the competition for minutess fierce, and there was a lot to take in,” Rexexplained.
"l went in at a young age and | hadn't experierectmt. | went in super confident, but ... yeals, litten
humbling. I'm grateful to have learned a lot.”

With Florida State's attack comprising a juniorpt®ophomores and a freshman, there wasn't a d#atg
minutes for Pezzino in the years ahead. Semin@ad boach Mark Krikorian reached out to his frieDtg
Miss head coach Matt Mott, and helped facilitae tilansfer.

"I had a great first impression [at Ole Miss] dgrie hurricane and | knew right away [I'd go thérehe said.
"There I'll have the opportunity to play and deyspas a player."

The Rebels (10-7-3), who coincidentally bowed dithe NCAA Tournament to Florida State, 5-0, conepat
the Southeast Conference (SEC) and finished 20ttvami RPI1 of 44, not too far off the Seminoles’ 13.

"I'm looking forward to experiencing new thingsew challenges, new coaches - and living somewhere
different,” Pezzino concluded. "But I'm gratefut fbe experience at Florida State. | don't regngtlang.”



