State to close Grand Island's West River Parkway dspite Town
Board vote

An aerial rendering provided by New York State Ravkthe planned West River trail on Grand Island.
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A state plan to close West River Parkway on Gratahtl to vehicular traffic and reuse the existinggment
for an 8-mile trail is moving forward.

The revised plan by New York’s Office of Parks, Reation and Historic Preservation calls for cloding
parkway between Long Road and Oakfield Road andeasting it to the $2.5 million West River Greenway
Connector Trail for bicyclists and pedestrians.

"We are advancing the project at this point, buteve dialogue with the town and we need to make ¢hat
we stay on schedule,” said Mark W. Thomas, direatdhe western district for New York State Parks.

The project is in the final design phase now, withstruction scheduled to begin in fall 2017 areltthil
opening in summer 2018.
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State Parks in July identified the parkway closypgon -- "option 3" -- from among three as itsfpreed
option.



But option 3 wasgejected in August by the Town Boardfavor of an alternative -- "option 4," whichliesl
for a new 10-foomulti-use path to be built alongside West River @and leaving West River Parkway open
to vehicle traffic.

In a letter this month to town officials, Thomagerted option 4 as "not a feasible project altemedtdue to a
number of safety concerns. The Town Board's preéerevould require nine crossings with vehiculaffica
including with the 55 mph parkway at the north andth ends, while the state's plan requires omgeth
crossings, he said.

"It's a huge difference in terms of risk to pedasis and bicyclists," Thomas told The Buffalo News.
Closing the parkway is a better option becauseoiigdes a wider surface -- 24 feet -- for the trigilless
environmentally disruptive and can be built witkiie $2.5 million budget, he said. Building a newfa6t
trail is estimated to cost an extra $800,000.

Three scenic overlooks of the Niagara River wiloabe enhanced as part of the project, Thomas/Aad.
some vegetation along the shore may be removepeio op views of the water for trail users and resisl of
West River Road, he added.

Small trailhead parking areas had been incorpoiatedpreliminary designs at each of the trail'gona
intersections, but were removed after public comtmen

"We want to make sure that, in the end, we hav®gq that is going to work for the majority ofqgee of
Grand Island and the region,” Thomas said. "Bsp,ak a value to the residents of West River Road.

Related: 200 show up for Grand Island bike path debate

Several residents of that area contacted Fridalyteay don’t want the West River Parkway closeddrs.

Bonnie FitzGerald said she fears that closing tr&yay would force more traffic onto West River Bpa
where she’s lived for the past five years, and nthkeroad unsafe. She is one of many West RivadRo
residents who have posted “Keep the Parkway Opgn$on their front lawns.

Sandra Englert said the state’s plan to close #hleway “took most of the town by surprise. The dixmi
makers are not listening to the people who livhenWest River area.”

At a recent Town Board meeting, FitzGerald suggeateompromise: Close the parkway to vehicle watdfily
on weekends in the summer months, when it is likedy more bikers and walkers would use it, anovattars
on the parkway the rest of the time.

State Parks was also asked to look at a "sharédspsien, in which the parkway would be used fohieailar
traffic on weekdays and as a trail on weekendsnidwmin his Nov. 9 letter also rejected that idegirg) it
would be difficult to maintain the parkway for baibkes.

"Additionally, Parks anticipates significant weeldase of the trail, particularly during the summsdren
children are out of school,” Thomas wrote to toficials. "The potential that drivers would fail tsnderstand
weekend closures would create an unacceptablefrigihicle collisions for trail users.”

Councilman Michael H. Madigan, who has led opposito closing the parkway, said the shared-us®opti
would make a good compromise between options 3lardl State Parks agreed to perform a more
comprehensive review of the shared roadway coratefis request.



He said he has concerns about parkway traffic béiverted onto West River Road and other residentia
streets.

The trail is envisioned as a way to connect Beéstand and Buckhorn Island state parks, in thetsant
north parts of the town, respectively. The parkwagurrently maintained by the state Department of
Transportation, although not in the winter, andauld be transferred to State Parks.

A landscaped bicycle and pedestrian trail will pdevexpanded access to the town's western riverrénosh
parkland, said Supervisor Nathan D. McMurray, whppsrts closing the West River Parkway to vehicles.

Thomas, in his letter, made "an official, definistatement" that closing the parkway is the bpsoo,
McMurray said.

"We have data supporting their decision," the super said. "It's the most safe, it's the most-@Btient and
it's the best way of getting people on the watdrictvin a town that's an island should be our topripy."



