Grand Island Town Supervisor Nathan McMurray, a Derat, is considering running against Rep. Chris
Collins, R-Clarence, for Congress in 2018. (Shatantillon/Buffalo News)
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Grand Island Supervisor Nathan D. McMurray saidr§tay he is being recruited by Democratic offictals
run against Republican Rep. Chris Collins, and ¢t@'sidering it although he doesn't live in then27t
Congressional District.

McMurray, said when he was approached by leaddisiidemocratic party to run as an underdog ag#iest
well-financed Collins in the state's most Repulslicangressional district, he was taken aback. Bigaid he
feels that this may be the right time to do it.

"We need more people to stand up. Right now theeedearth of leadership — people willing to takeirt
views and stand up," said McMurray. "This is a gerandered district and set up for someone likearede,
but I think if our message is strong and we apgrqeeople in a way they understand we can beatdtis.'d

Erie County Democratic Chairman Jeremy J. Zellagt $hursday he met with McMurray last week andi$in
the prospect of his candidacy "very intriguing.”

"He's a very hard working, outside-the-box typearfididate who actually gets things done on Graadds-
an overwhelmingly Republican town," he said.



Rep. Chris Collins, R-Clarence, with Vice Presidelite Pence at Performance Advantage Company in
Lancaster on Oct. 17, 2017. (Derek Gee/News fi@qgh

McMurray has a reputation for crossing party liteesvork on various projects, Zellner said, addiegdelieves
the supervisor could pose a threat to the incumbent

"He's got a real bone to pick with Chris Collinggliner said, "and I think we'll be hearing a lobma from
him."

The chairman also said he has discussed McMurcagdidacy, as well as those of several others, thvéh
Turn 27 Blue group comprised of county leadersraptdesentatives of progressive organizations. Keltle
nor any other county leaders are yet ready to eeddwe said, but will be ready in time for desigrapetitions
to start circulating in March. Zellner also saié tiarty leaders hope to hold a candidates forumidgiJanuary
to start the endorsement process.

Right now Collins, of Clarence, is under a clouckthfical controversiemcluding his sponsorship for a federal
judgeship of John L. Sinatra Jr., the brother btisiness partner and his sponsorship of legisldigmefiting

an Australian pharmaceutical company in which he a#eading stockholder. Collins has denied thase h
been any wrongdoing.

Collins was the first member of Congress to endbieald Trump's candidacy for president, in Febyuar
2016, and he remains a staunch supporter of tisderd.

McMurray has only been in public office for two ysabut has made the news frequently. He campaigned
remove the Grand Island tollbooths and less thany®ars later he stood by Gov. Andrew M. Cuomals sis
Cuomo announced that the tollbooths were comingdand cashless tollbooths would come to the isleied.
also fought to bring the Western New York Welconantér to Grand Island. Construction of the $20iomill
regional center is now underway and is expectdmttoompleted in 2018.

McMurray, 41, is vice president of development atdware North in Buffalo. Prior to that role, hedlgone
back and forth between Asia for the past 18 yesglying law in Seoul, Korea, on a Fulbright schsitg. He
graduated from law school in San Francisco and ¥ee@hina to continue his studies, later workingeasior
legal counsel for Samsung.



He said he was always anxious to return to Wedtem York and now would like the area to take adagat
of missed opportunities, which he called heartbiregak

"I still think we are just scratching the surfadentnat Western New York can be," said McMurray. ydiu
want to stay in office for the rest of your lifewygust hide under your desk and don't come out ifistsafe —
that's what we do. If you want to get things dooa kave to get out there and take abuse and spafat what
you believe in."

Grand Island is not in the 27th District, but undiate law any resident of the state may run farggess in any
district in the state, provided they move into dnsrict once they are elected. McMurray, who grgwin North
Tonawanda, one of seven raised by a single mottesrtas father died of cancer, said moving inte #7th
District was something he was prepared to do.

"It's just literally across the river,"” said McMayr of the neighboring district. "I grew up in histidict. Most of
my family still lives (in North Tonawanda) and mgokher is on the school board."”

If McMurray officially enters the race as expecthd,will join three other Democrats who have alyes$sed
their hats into the ring. They include former Bieunty Assistant District Attornegean Bunnywho is
actively raising funds for his effort), businessniinholas Stankeviclnd engineefhomas P. Casey

On Thursday, Republican small businessman LarrgZai@announced he planned to challenge Collins,\&mo
considered unlikely to succeed in light of the a@sgman's strong party support.



