Health resear chersto explain plansfor Tonawanda Coke study
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Tonawanda Coke, Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2014. (DerekBadalo News)

« By Nancy A. FischerPublished Tue, Feb 14, 2017

The public is invited to hear about plans to connded contamination studies at Tonawanda Coke's
manufacturing operation in the Town of Tonawanda @become involved in an $11 million, 10-yeadstof
the company's impact on the public health of Tomal@esand Grand Island residents.

A public information meeting will be held from 6 &&p.m. Thursday in Tonawanda City Hall, 200 Niag&t.
The studies, to be done by University at Buffalblpuhealth researchers, were ordered last year aftederal

appeals couripheld the company's criminal convictiand dismissed suggestions that the lower court
overstepped its bounds in ordering it to pay fer pablic health study.

In addition to testing the soil over the next tveays, researchers will track the health of 38,00@aWvanda and
Grand Island residents, as well as current anddoffonawanda Coke employees.

"We are looking for volunteers to have their yatieisted or to become citizen scientists — goingrotéams
and collecting soil samples,"” said Jackie Jamesdore who heads the grassroots Citizen Science Qaoitym
Resources, a group that advocated for the pubétthhstudies.

Creedon founded the group in 2003 after she wagdsed with fibromyalgia, a painful neuromuscular
disorder, the same year she met Adele Hendersothamll-affected community member. They begamdoi
their own research in 2005 and fought for the aond health study.

She said the monitoring effort has come a long i@y a decade ago, when she would go out with a few
neighbors, armed with a retrofitted bucket and toagpllect air samples around Tonawanda Coke'd plan
River Road.



"Every day | come into work | feel like I am livirgmiracle," said Creedon. "I had health issuessanthiany
people around here had health issues. We startbdhve question, "Why are so many people sick?' New
have this11 million health study

The appeals court also upheld a $12.5 million figainst Tonawanda Coke, which was found guilty 4n 1
criminal charges related to toxic emissions andltbgal handling of hazardous waste at its Rivea® plant.

The verdict followed testimony by more than 30 w&ses, many of them former and current Tonawanéa Co
employees, who testified about toxic emissionstaedmproper handling of hazardous waste. Thenesty
included accounts of a little-known-pressure-retezave that spewed coke oven gas with benzendhatair.

Kathryn Little, a recent graduate of the UniversityBuffalo with a master's degree in environmental
engineering, will be at Thursday's meeting as amanity organizer for Citizen Science Community Reses
to discuss the soil study and explain to residbats they can get involved.

The Citizen Science Community Resources has op@maah office and is looking for volunteers withaspion
for the environment as "citizen scientists."”

Creedon said the group's own story proves peopl@lcaomething.

"So many people feel powerless. But the story sgdgs look what we can accomplish as a commultigy.
amazing. Let's just keep it going," said Creedon.



