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Work begins on 20,000-panel
Grand Island solar array over
neighbors' objections
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Construction is underway on a solar array on Gialaghd that is fiercely opposed by some neighbbthe42-
acre site. That project along Whitehaven and SRwint roads, which will hold more than 20,000 panel
should be finished by late summer. And the solangany constructing the array is trying somethingawal to
appease people who don't want to see rows of paoatstheir backyards. It's installing floweringdhes to
serve as a buffer and to provide food for the dkbee population.

"The intent is to screen some of the sight lined thay be of concern,” said Daniel Montante, pesgicf
Montante Solar, a co-developer and the projectistcaction contractor. Grand Island is trying teedinto
solar power, with town officials saying it's a fooficlean energy, will create jobs and can boastghkand's
reputation for innovation.



The Town Board two years ago approved a solar grnavgintended to open up undeveloped land on the
island for solar farms. Today, the site work takpigce at the Whitehaven Road property and a sdogation
near the Niagara Thruway is the first sign of pesgrtoward the town's solar vision. "We're doingrgthing at
Town Hall to make sure we dot the I's and crossIthen this,” said Deputy Supervisor James Sharpe,
"because we know, once they're in, they're in foy&ars."

The Town Board passed a solar energy law in Fep2@t7 after about a year of debate and with ttoagt
support of Supervisor Nathan McMurray. The lawrsgtimum size and set-back restrictions for solaays
that provide power to the public electric grid a®d less-stringent rules for solar equipment desidar an
individual home or business. Initial interest froevelopers centered on two sites.

The largest of the two projects is at 1611 WhitemaRoad, just west of Stony Point Road. The co-ldeees
are project owner BayWa, SolarPark Energy and Muat&olar. They plan to install 20,100 solar pairels
rows roughly running east-west on the site, divigetivo. A bridge running over a creek and wetlaimithe
middle of the parcel will connect the halves. Thejgct would produce 7 megawatts of electricity.

The Town Board in July approved a special use gdonthe Whitehaven Road project, dubbed SolarBark
and determined the development would not harmke@ment. That vote followed a public hearingatted
by one dozen neighbors who objected to the cortgtruof the solar array, according to John R. Tdipj
arguing it isn't consistent with the neighborhood & will bring down their property values. Trigaid he's
lived in his Whitehaven Road home for 35 yearsshie he's concerned about glare from the paneldand
doesn't think the developers will properly scresmproperty from residents’ view. "Solar's greatipi said,
but not in a residential area. He said he'd ratherhouses built on the property. In August he fle Article 78
petition seeking to overturn the Town Board's deoisThe town has not made a formal response but
representatives for Tripi and the town have sotltork out a compromise.

Notably, Sharpe said, the developer has agreedttogpflowering bushes and shrubs along the prdgsate
line most visible to neighbors. The developers algoplanting the flowering bushes between the mivelar
panels, Daniel Montante said. The developers péarit trees because they can grow too high andupeod
unwanted shade, but the flowering bushes won'treaech higher than the panels and will offer pofi@n
bees. "The farmers are loving it," Sharpe saide"tbnservationists love it." And, he said, the fpgaee satin
so they shouldn't produce much glint or glare.

Tripi isn't satisfied. He said he'll seek a reduttin his property taxes as soon as the arrayishied, and he'll
start looking for a new home. "I'm definitely goitmgmove. | don't want this in my backyard," Trgaiid.
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The view of a planned, 7-megawatt solar array under construction on Whitehaven Road. Crews soon will drive
these metal pilesinto the ground. (Stephen T. Watson/Buffalo News)

That isn't too far in the future. The developers avout to install the bridge on the site and seitirbegin
driving piles into the ground to hold the solar glaracks. Construction should take four monthsopisaid
Montante, who declined to provide the project's.cakectricity generated there will go into Natibazid's
electric network and be available to members otthramunity, Montante said. It could generate enough
electricity to power 700 to 1,000 homes.

Another solar project

The other solar project that received approvahenisland actually came up for review first andrspdi the
town to develop its solar law. This project alsawdoprovide community solar and involve the instatin of
about 13,000 solar panels on an 18-acre site,AtithBedell Road to the south and 126 Industria¢®to the
north, according to Frank McCleneghen, presidetative Solar Development and Grand Island Solar.

McCleneghen said in June 2017, after receiving TBward approval, that construction on the $7 millio
project could begin in a few months. Since thdtlelactivity has taken place beside clearing adgoartion of
the site and putting in a short gravel road. McEtgren did not respond to a message seeking conumené
project's status.



Sharpe said Active Solar also is dividing its #it® two pieces, with site work beginning on thetmm closer
to Bedell Road first. The Active Solar developmieasn't stirred up the same controversy because d'$ess-
residential area, near a few businesses and tlgafid hruway. "This whole area is zoned commetaid
Rod Reisdorf, owner of the Mr. Best Wrench rephopson Bedell Road. He said he thinks solar isalgo
concept and he'd like to see the project completed.

SolarPark is interested in building on two othégssin the town, Sharpe said, though both developsrere
still in the early planning stages. One 40-acre isitbehind the Fuccillo auto dealerships on ARord, and the
other 54-acre site is off Bedell Road.



