Correction officer ownstruck in Grand Island hit-and-run

The view on East River Parkway rand Islandkilog north, close to where Dana Papaj was seriously
injured by a hit-and-run driver on June 13, 20I8hf Hickey/Buffalo News)
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The pickup truck that State Police investigatorgelve struck a Grand Island woman in a hit-andinadent
June 13 is registered to a state correction offitisrattorney confirmed to The Buffalo News. Thekpp is
registered to Edward J. Kuebler Il of the TownTahawanda, Kuebler's attorney Barry Covert, saidr3tiay.
Kuebler has not been charged.

State police are still investigating who was drgrthe truck that hit Dana Papaj, who remains hakpéd. The
Buffalo News reached Kuebler by phone and he $hlthve a lawyer. You can contact him." Covert dasl
client provided his pickup truck to the State Peli June 14, the day after the accident on Gigladd.

A photo released by State Police shows the vetheliethey believe struck a Grand Island woman. (Newnk
State Police)

"They still do have his truck,” Covert said. "Otltean that | do not want to say anything else.teStacords
show Kuebler works at Wende Correctional Facibtynaximum security prison in Alden. Lt. Brian Ratagk
of the State Police Bureau of Criminal Investigatsaid Thursday that investigators have seizedkupitruck
believed to have been involved in the hit-and-rod are trying to determine who was behind the wheel

"We're in the process of forensically proving ithe vehicle that was involved," Ratajczak saide Vhhicle
has "damage that would be consistent” with strilkingerson, Ratajczak said. Ratajczak would not rthme
owner of the truck, but he did say that the regesteowner "has retained counsel and at this tiheg;, have
declined any interview."



Investigators have also located "some subjectsnbet in the immediate area when the accident hegape
Ratajczak said. One of the people called 9-1-1 nmdsn&fter Papaj was struck.

Dana Papaj and her dog, Molly. (Photo courtesyeffamily of Dana Papaj)

Papaj, 53, suffered a serious head injury whemstsestruck while walking her dog, Molly, on Easv&i
Road, on the west shoulder of the road betweenalénten Road and Riverwoods Drive just after 8 More
than a week after the incident, she remains inntemsive care unit at Erie County Medical Center.

Surveillance footage of the incident shows a pickupk brake but not come to a full stop beforevieg the
scene, according to a source. Friends of Papajdvguessed frustration at the pace of the invetsbiga
guestioning why no one has been arrested. Ratagadkis investigators are "putting our fulleseation to
this matter." "We are working on it on a daily lshe said. "... We are building our case which dake
some time but we are using all our assets avaitalde so."

Every day since the incident, investigators hawentseen going door to door on East River Road gskin
guestions and following up on leads, witnesses §&tate Police are asking anyone who may have sgate
the incident or has information about it to caéitihat (585) 343-2200.

The Erie County District Attorney's Office also diomed that the case is being "actively" investeght'There
is an ongoing criminal investigation,” said Joafaaceri, DA spokeswoman. "They are actively pugsiin
It's not being ignored.”

Hit-and-run incidents can be particularly diffictdt prosecute. It took three years befGabriele Ballowe
pleaded guilty last year to leaving the scene mifigsical injury incident without reporting it ingtit-and-run
death of Evans handyman Barry Moss. And prosecuters shocked when a jury acquitted James
Corasantin 2012 of all felony charges and found him gudfya single misdemeanor driving while intoxicated
charge in the hit-and-run death of Alexandria "AlRice.




