Democrat Nathan D. McMurray is taking on Rep. CRiadlins. (Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News)

Field narrowsto onefor Democratic challenger to Chris Collins
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WASHINGTON — Democrats now have their candidat&at@ on Rep. Chris Collins in New York's 27th
district this fall: Grand Island Town SupervisortBl&IcMurray. The other remaining Democrat in theeta
businessman Nick Stankevich, announced Monday $gsisending his campaign.

"It was just many factors that led me to this decis Stankevich said after releasing a statemenbancing
his withdrawal from the race. He would not elaberan what those many factors were.

In a statement announcing his withdrawal from ey Stankevich said: “After careful consideratmal with
a heavy heart, | am suspending my campaign for f@ssgl’'m proud of the campaign | ran and prouchgf
team. | will take the lessons learned and the waifnoim our neighbors who yearn for a better tomorro
continue fighting to make our community better."

Stankevich, who helps run a family bed and breakfalumford, in Monroe County, was among the first
candidates to announce a challenge against Cdhyear. His campaign raised $81,857 througletiteof
2017 and at first attracted interest from many pEsgives in the eastern end of New York's 27thidist

But then McMurray won the endorsement of Democratignty leaders in the sprawling 27th district in
February, meaning Stankevich would have had to ¢akilhe Democratic establishment if he decidedgtut f
McMurray in a primary. McMurray thanked Stankevioh his effort.

“Nick fought hard,” McMurray said. "He seemed tdi&ee in many of the ideas that | believe in, tAaterica
should be more fair, and that everyone should lasteot at a better life for themselves and theiedoones. He
also believed in rebuilding America’s infrastruaul have respect for any person who stands ughése
goals. And I know it's a demanding and emotionat.te

Stankevich's move means Democrats won't have apyito choose who gets to face off against Collvisp
is seeking a fourth term in a district that sprafmden Buffalo's southern and eastern suburbs allahy to
Rochester's western suburbs.

The 27th district is New York's most Republicant Bemocrats have targeted Collins, a Republicam fro
Clarence, for defeat for several reasons.



The first House member to endorse Donald Trumpfesident more than two years ago, Collins remains
high-profile spokesman for the president. In additiCollins' investment in an Australian bioteatmficalled
Innate Immunotherapeutics has resulted in an oggdouse Ethics Committee investigation.

Collins' political adviser, Christopher Grant, s&thnkevich's withdrawal was no surprise, "givew ho
Democrat party bosses manipulated this process."

"Now Democrats are left with an anti-Second Amendinpro-Pelosi, pro-Cuomo liberal who still camjuire
out where the district begins and ends. We loowé#od to highlighting that choice for voters in Noveer,"
Grant added.

McMurray — who has repeatedly said he supportSteond Amendment right to bear arms as well gutralon
measures such as stronger background checks fgruguhases — vowed to wage an aggressive campaign
against Collins.

Noting that Collins is expected to have a strongificial advantage in the race, McMurray said: "¢an buy a
lot in this world with money. But you still can’uly anyone’s vote. We can’t match him dollar forldolBut
just watch what we can do."



